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Rafsanjani Encourages 
ECO’s Restructure Push 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani -yesterday is- 
sued a message of encouragement 
to the leaders of Economic Coop- 
eration Organization member na- 
tions, emphasizing the need to 
strengthen the regional grouping. 

The message was given here 
on the eve of ECO Day. Novem- 
ber 28. Rafsanjani said the com- 
mitment of ECO members to 
realizing the potential of the or- 
ganization in economic; social, 
trade and cultural cooperation had 
been evideni in meetings such as 
the Fourth Summit of ECO in 
Ashkhabad. 

But he said it was necessary, 
now more than ever, to implement 
all decisions made at the Third and 
Fourth Summits, and to expedite 
the ratification process. 

Activity and follow-up meas- 
ures within the organization this 
year had resulted in important rec- 
ommendations to strengthen and 
restructure ECO and to reappraise 
the Izmir Treaty, Rafsanjani said. 
The emphasis on trade was the 



most important priority for re- 
gional cooperation within ECO. 
The restructuring plan will be im- 
plemented from January' 1997. 

The President said he hoped 
ECO members, with their history 
of political, economic and social 
ties, would utilize their potential 
and "achieve the goals and aspira- 
tions of their people, enshrined in 
the Treaty of Izmir." 

Tlte President said the emer- 
See Page 13 


i.ii'k v- ’/ r-sounr. 

Pi • i , . i ? .*• ; ' ; ; 


Political Stability a Major 
Factor for ECO Success, Ozar 



BY MOJGAN TAVASSOU 

. TEHRAN - A career diplomat un- 
derscored the importance of re- 
gional organizations and said 
political stability in this region 
was. one of the major factors for 
their success. 

■Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization (ECO; Secretary -Gen- 
eral Onder Ozar said in an 
interview with IRAN NEWS, 
"Political will and adequate finan- 
cial facilities are the other factors 
to make the regional organization 
a success." 


Without going into detail, 
Ozar responded to a question as to 
wheLher he was optimistic about 
the future of ECO: "I’m realistic, 
but not pessimistic." 

Ozar was talking to IRAN 
NEWS on the occasion of ECO 
Day, which is observed on today 
by member states. November 28, 
1992 was the day the Izmir Treaty 
was amended at the Islamabad 
Summit. The Izmir Treaty was 
originally signed on March 12, 
1977 when it used to be called the 
See Page 13 


* Vaezi Flies to Dublin Today for 
‘(Critical Dialogue 5 


15.1 * 


IRAN NEJiS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - A senior official front 
(lie Foreign Minisuy today will 
fly to Dublin. Ireland, for the sev- 
enth round of talks with the Euro- 
pean Union officials. 

Ireland is currently president 
of the troika of the EU along with 
ilic previous and future heads. It- 
aly and Luxembourg, respec- 
ts civ. 

The Irano-EU talks, dubbed 


critical dialogue" started few 
years ago in an effort to under- 
stand the stances of each other 

Tlic critical dialogue, champi- 
oned by German Foreign Minister 
Klaus KinkcJ. also countered the 
U.S. unsuccessful move to isolate 
Iran. 

Vaezi will slay in Dublin for 
two days and cover all related is- 
sues of Iran and the EU in talks 
with the officials of the three 
countries of the troika. 
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President’s 
Reply to Kohl 
Will Be Sent 
Tomorrow 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafs.injani has written a 
reply to Chancellor Helmut Kohl s 
Nov. 22 letter, a "higly informed 
source said }esterday. 

On condition of anonymity the 
source talking to IRAN NEWS 
said. "Mr. Rafsanjani has written 
a letter to Mr. Kohl in response to 
chancellor's earlier Jerter." 

He did not disclose the content 
of the letter, bui said, "The move 
•from both sides is healthy and will 
result in good relations between 
Tehran and Bonn." 

Kohl in his letter to Rafsanjani 
expressed his concern over the 
detrioration in relations between 
the two countries. 

In a two-page letter Kohl told 
Rafsanjani that German courts 
were independent and the govern- 
ment had absolutely, no control 
See Page 13 


IRANIAN DELEGATION VISITS TAJ MAHAL 

Sharma Pays Glowing Tribute to Ali (A.S.), 
Deve Gowda Wants Expanded Indo-lranian Ties 


BY M. FIROOZI 

NEW DELHI. INDIA - Majlis 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri 
Tuesday evening went to RashtTa- 
pati Bhawan. India's presidential 
palace, and met with President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma who paid 
glowing tribute to one of the great- 
est Islamic personalities, Hazrut 
Ali (A.S.). 

Sharma is well versed in Is- 
lamic affairs as he used to teach 
Islamic Sharia at Lucknow Univer- 
sity;. in Uttar Pradesh state, before 
entering politics in the early 1 950s. 

In a warm welcome to Nateq- 
Nouri, Sharma spoke highly of the 
First Imam of the Household of the 
Holy Prophet (S), Hazrat Ali 
(A.S.). and said, "I’m deeply influ- 
enced by the vigorous personality 
of the cousin and son-in-law of 
Prophet Mohammed (S)." 

The Indian president comes 
from the former Muslim princely 
state of Bhopal, and besides San- 
skrit and Hindi languages, studied 


Allies Press U.S. to 
Revise Iran Policy 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN URN A) - The U.S. so- 
called 'dual containment’ of Iran 
and Iraq came under attack from 
French. German. Japanese. Rus- 
sian and British experts at a Lon- 
don Conference on Competing 
Foreign Interests in the Persian 
Gulf this week. 

Criticism was also voiced by 
former American undersecretary 
of state. Richard Murphy, whose 
New York-based Council on For- ' 
eign Relations has already started 
to review U.S. policy in the Per- 
sian Gulf. 

Opening the two-day confer- 
ence on Monday, he argued that 
Iran cannot be overlooked and 
that "critical dialogue offered a 


more promising path." 

Former European Commission 
director for the Middle East Eber- 
hard Rhein, called for a more co- 
hesive policy between the U.S. 
and tire European Union (EU). 
whose relations, he said, were not 
fully harmonious on the Persian 
Gulf. 

The EU basic stance, he said, 
differed from Washington's. The 
policy should be aimed at pre- 
venting any countries in the re- 
gion or outside from dominating 
the pivotal importance of Persian 
Gulf energy sources, he said, 

Japan's ambassador to Egypt 
Kunio Kaiakura. disputed U.S. 
claims that Iran has been suppos- 
See Page 13 



SARAJEVO, BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA: A woman from Sre- 
brenica grimaces in pain as she demonstrates with about 
4,000 other Bosnians in the center of Sarajevo against the slow 
implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord Nov. 26. Die 
demonstrators blocked the city holding up banners reading 
“May Boutros-Ghali Bum” and “Punishment for the Crimi- 
nals”. 

i AFP Photo) 
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NEW DELHI, INDIA - Indian President Shankar Dayal Sharma 
(R) receives on Tuesday the Iranian Majlis Speaker Nateq- 
Nouri. 


Persian and Arabic systematically. 

Sharma told Nateq-Nouri. "Per- 
sian language commands great re- 
spect in -India, and all efforts are 


made to encourage the university 
professors of this great language." 
"For almost seven centuries, btv 
See Page 13 


Former Journalists as 
Possible Presidents 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Two former journal- 
ists whose publications were 
banned by the government were 
mentioned as possible candidates 
for the seventh presidency here 
yesterday. 

One is Hojjatoleslam Seyed 
Hadi Khamenei, who yesterday 
disclosed that he was approached 
by unnamed people to field his 
name in lire next election. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

In a question-and-answer ses- 
sion at the Tehran University, 
Hadi Khamenei said. "L myself, 
am not a candidate for the presi- 
dency. And still 1 did not give a 
negative or affirmative response 
to the approach made to me. " 

Hadi Khamenei did not say 
who had approached him. but 

Kinkel 
Supports 
Iran Ties 

BONN. GERMANY (Reuter) - 
German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said yesterday Bonn 
would press on with its dialogue 
with Iran on terrorism, human 
rights and aggressive fundamen- 
talism. ignoring protesters' calls 
in both countries to cut all tics. 

In a speech to PariiamenL 
Kinkel said Germany s # relations 
with Iran had "entered troubled 
waters" over a- trial in Berlin in 
which the prosecutor accused Te- 
hran of entering the murders of 
three Iranian dissidents and their 
translator in 1992. 

See Page 13 


added. "1 have not made any deci- 
sions. as I II wait and see what the 
situation is." 

"If it’s in the interests (of the 
Revolution), or if its a (religious) 
duty’, then I II run for president de- 
spite the difficulties." the former 
journalist vowed. 

Khamenei was managing di- 
See Page 13 
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Artist Compares 
Shattered Beirut with 
Divided Berlin 
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EDITORIAL 


Political Stability Required 
for ECO Dynamism 1 

T oday is observed the ECO Dcry. It was the day when 
three-member Economic Cooperation Organization 
was expanded and six former republics of the Soviet 
Union and Afghanistan were included. 

In their various s umm its and ministerial meetings, the 
ECO members have reached agreement on various 
issues including the setup of the ECO Trade and 
development bank, reinsurance company, shipping 
lines, airlines, trade transit, cultural institute, academic 
foundation, etc. 

Through their meetings, the ECO member states have 
succeeded in implementing the grand 
Mashhad-Sarakhs-Tajan railway project to enable 
members such as the former Soviet republics to be 
conveniently linked to other countries. 

The question which is at point is 'to what extent will 
these agreements be practically enforced?' Such a 
question arises in view of the ECO members' dire need 
for development through speedy implementation of the 
agreements. 

Embracing a 300 million population, the ECO has 
massive reserves and is a potential power in the fields of 
economy, oil, gas, mines, electricity, agriculture. The ECO 
members, moreover, have a large consumption market. 

This grand asset will- thus play a befitting role in 
national and regional growth and prosperity of the 
member states. 

Some analysts hold that the ECO has not been able to 
reach all its objectives and that its members do not have 
fit collaboration and coordination. They say that, 
consequently, certain countries do not appropriately 
work with the ECO. 

They, moreover, say that the ECO member states have not 
had significant activity in private trade (Le. private sector 
investment) which is a major parameter for cooperation. 

Even though some ECO members face problems such 
as high inflation rates, unemployment, domestic political 
skirmishes (as witnessed in Afghanistan and 
Azerbaijan), these would not be an acceptable 
justification for not enhancing cooperation. 

ECO member states should note that if they soundly 
cooperate, they would in the future make the ECO second 
to the ASEAN in Asia in terms of investment. 

In order to reach economic development, the ECO member 
states should strengthen their cooperation to get rid of 
economic domination of the global economic powers. 

Consolidation oi the ECO will considerably contribute 
to preservation of regional peace and stability and 
reduction of foreign organizations and governments' 
presence in the region. 

On the third anniversary of accession of new members 
to the ECO, it is hoped that more steps would be taken to 
develop this organization, since the post-Co Id War world 
is moving toward regional convergence and the setup of 
regional organizations such as the SAARC, NAFTA, etc. 
is Indicative of this trend. 

See Page 13 


Velayati Receives ECO Secretary-General 



TEHRAN - Ozar (L) with Foreign Minister Velayati (Photo by Hatamij 


participate in the next QIC minis- 


IRAN news national desk 
TEHRAN - In a meeting with 
Foreign Minister All Akbar Ve- 
layati, the Secretary-General of 
the Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization (ECO), Onder Ozar. 
praised Iran’s support for ECO. 

Thanking the foreign minister 
for the facilities provided and for 
hosting the ECO secretariat in 
Iran. Ozar said: "Your opinions 
and perspectives are quiie impor- 
tant for ECO and the organization 
always supports the constructive 
suggestions of the Islamic Repub- 
lic." 

Velayati voiced satisfaction 
with reactivating of ECO under 
the present structure and empha- 
sized the significance of regional 
cooperation on the basis of the 
revised treaty signed in Izmir, 
Turkey. 

Stressing the need for ECO to 
centralize on new projects, prod- 
ucts and basic commodities in the 
region such as energy, transporta- 
tion and cotton, the foreign minis- 
ter said the Teh ran- Mashhad - 
Sarakhs railway linked to the na- 
tionwide network was an impor- 
tant step in regional 
communication for ECO member 
states and other nations and urged 
ECO member countries to launch 
similar projects. 


He said ECO shipping com- 
pany and ECO airways were im- 
portant achievements in regional 
cooperation and it was necessary 
for member nations to energize 
their activities on such ventures. 

"Broadening of ECO shipping 
operation will benefit all member 
states particularly the littoral 
stales which can have access to 
far-flung regions around the world 
through the Islamic Republic," the 


minister added. 

Affirming Dr. Velayati’s 
viewpoints with regard to expan- 
sion of ECO activities, the secre- 
tary-general of ECO said his sec- 
retariat will do its best to activate 
ECO shipping and airways. 

. He termed his recent visit to 
Pakistan, Turkmenistan and Azer- 
baijan as fruitful and briefed Ve- 
layati on ECO’s future plans, 
adding that ECO would actively 


rerial conference ul Jakarta. 

ECO members have named 
November 28 as ‘ECO Day’ 
which coincides with joining of 
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Turk- 
menistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekis- 
tan and Afghanistan to the 
regional body marking it as a sym- 
bol of solidarity and political will 
of the member states in fulfill- 
ment of their goals. 


Tehran-Moscow Cooperation Aimed to Promote Regional Stability 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TERHAN - Iran's permanent rep- 
resentative to the U.N., Kamal 
Khanazi said in United Nations 
Center in New York Tuesday that 
Tehran-Moscow cooperation is 
aimed to establish stability in the 
region and create a better and 
safer atmosphere for economic 
development 

Khanazi made die statement in 
a gathering at the Center for Stud- 
ies on East and West here while 
elaborating on Tehran-Moscow 
political, economic and social re- 
lations. 

Stressing llic importance of re- 
gional and international coopera- 
tion between the two countries, lie 
said Caucasus. Caspian Sea and 


Central Asia provide grounds for 
further cooperation on the basis of 
common interests and coopera- 
lion. 

Reminding that countries in 
these regions will not prosper un- 
less the> respect interests of all 
countries, Kharrazi poinied out 
that Iran and Russia in their bilat- 
eral relations keep in mind inter- 
ests of all of their neighbors. 

He expressed satisfaction over 
Moscow's cooperation with Te- 
hran in providing Iran with weap- 
ons for defense purposes. 

In economic field. Russia is a 
good supplier of commodities 
needed by Iran on tte one hand 
and on the other a good market for 
Iranian products, the Iranian rep- 
resentative said 


30,000 Iraqi Kurdish 
Refugees Leave for Home 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - During the past few 
days nearly 30,000 Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees have left the camps near 
Sardasht. a border region in north- 
western Iran, to return home. 

Director of the local Red Cres- 
cent relief organization, Seyed 
Qasem Hassan-Nejad, said that 
the refugees, were provided relief 
aid including supplies of food, 
clothing and shelter by the Iranian 
authorities during their roughly 
three-month stay in the country. 

With the refugees gone, the 
border camps in Sardasht region 
are now almost empty, 1RNA re- 


ported, quoting Hassan-Nejad. 

An Iraqi Kurdish refugee, on 
his way back home, criticized the 
indifference shown by the interna- 
tional community during the fight- 
ing in Northern Iraq, saying that 
Iran Was the sole country which 
came to the help of the refugees. 

Meanwhile 1,500 Iraqi Kurd- 
ish refugees have left the 
‘Qamtareh’ refugee camp in Pi- 
ranshahr in West Azarbaijan 
Province. 

Some 1.600 Iraqi Kurds flee- 
ing (he fighting in Northern Iraq 
had been provided accommoda- 
tion in the said camp. 


Iranian Delegation 
in Kashmir 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to 
Pakistan Mohammad Mahdi Ak- 
hundzadeh led an Iranian technical 
and economic delegation to Paki- 
stani-controlled Kashmir on Tues- 
day aimed at reviewing economic 
and construction projects to be 
implemented in the region. 

Akhundzadeh, in his talks with 
the Prime Minister of Pakistani- 


controlled Kashmir, Sultan 
Mahmoud Chowdhari, briefed 
him on Iran’s views on the issue 
of Kashmir and Tehran’s endeav- 
ors to help the regional people 
resolve their problems. 

According to 1RNA, the head 
of the Iranian delegation, Moham- 
mad Sneed i-Kia, who is deputy 
chief of the Mostazafan and Jan- 
See Page 13 


Tlie two countries have con- 
cluded numerous agreements cov- 
ering almost all fields ranging 
front oil to fisheries. 1RNA re- 
ported from New York. 

Kharrazi referred to Russia’s 
decision to complete the Bushehr 
Nuclear Power Station and the re- 
cent agreement signed between 
Iran. Russia and Turkmenistan to 
set tip a joint company to exploit 
the seabed resources of the 
■Caspian Sea as examples of bilat- 


eral cooperation. 

He further touched on efforts 
made by Iran and Russia to re- 
solve the regional crises including 
the Armenia- Azerbaijan dispute, 
the civil war in Tajikistan and the 
Afghan crisis as common chal- 
lenges for Tehran and Moscow. 

Kharr azi stressed that Tehran- 
Moscow cooperation is aimed to 
minimize the adverse effects of 
these confrontations on their secu- 
rity. 


Kashmiri Leader Seeks 
Iran’s Help to Solve 
Crisis 


IR LY NEWS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - The Vice Chairman of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 
tion Front IJKLF). Javed Mix. be- 
lieves that Iran can play an. 
effective role in resolving the 
Kashmir crisis because it is a 
sympathizer of the Kashmiri 
cause and a friend of India as 
well. 

Speaking to ERNA in Srinagar 
yesterday. Javed Mir said the peo- 
ple of Kashmir were suffering 
from the U.S. vested interests in , 
Kashmir and that Iran could offer ' 
an objective and sincere solution 


to the Kashmir issue. 

He urged the visiting Speaker 
of the Iranian Parliament Hojja- 
toleslam AJi Akbar Nateq-Nouri 
to take up the Kashmir issue with 
the Indian leaders during his stay 
in India. 

He added. "Iran is more sym- 
pathetic to the Kashmir cause tbar.— ■ „ 
any other country." 

He wished . ■ a meeting be- 
tween Nateq-Nouri and the lead- 
ers of the Kashmiri movement 
would be held as it could provide 
the latter p wi til an opportunity to 
solicit Iran's support to their 
struggle. 


Khansari Discusses Islamic World 
Issues with Moroccan Envoy 


IRAN NEWS POUT(pAL DESK 

TEHRAN - [run’s Foreign Minis- 
try Director General for Middle 
East-North African Affairs. Ho- 
jjntoleslani Seyed Mohammad 
Kazem Khansari. in a' meeting in 
Rabat Tuesday exciianged views 
with former Moroccan Prime 
Minister Ezzeddine Laraki. 

Laraki is to succeed Hamid al- 
Ghabid as lire secretary-general of 
tiie Organization of tire Islamic 
Conference (OIC). 

In their meeting, the two sides 
reviewed major problems of the 


"A 

world of Islam and the sensitive 
role which OIC could play in this 
regard. 

According to an IRNA report, 
Laraki. referring to the ancient 
history and the rich Islamic cul- 
ture of Iran, said the Islamic Re- 
public tlirough its cooperation 
with oilier Muslim states, could 
play a significant role in promot- 
ing the ideals of tlie Islamic 
world. 

Kliansari announced Iran's 
readiness for supporting the ef- 
forts of tlie OlC's next seciciaiy- 
gencml. 
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Tondar Rocket Launchers 
Display Power at War Games 


BY ME8RDAD SERJOOIE 

BANDAR ABBAS, HOR- 
■!$■$% MUZGAN PROVINCE - Tondar 
" ‘ -J? (thunder) rocket launchers have 
. .'-^V displayed the defensive and offen- 
sive capabilities of the Iranian 
Navy at the ongoing Pirouzi 7 war 
games here. 

■'o. • r J Captain Dehghan, commander 

' ; of a naval brigade of the Islamic 
•tf&j **-: ■A Revolution’s Guard Corps (IRGC), 
r sa^ yesterday the rocket launch- 

es ers had been designed entirely by 
Iranian experts and manufactured 
on an advanced level, such as mo- 
v - bile defense and electronic war- 


v 




fare systems. 

The weapons were based on 
modem war strategies and objec- 
tives, Dehghan said. High maneu- 
verability, rapid deployment and 
flexibility in defensive and offen- 
sive operations were among the 
special features of the Tondar 
rocket launchers, he added. 

The 10-day Pirouzi 7 war 
games started November 20, in 
the Persian Gulf and the Sea of 
Oman. 

Also taking part was an Iranian 
Na\y destroyer, damaged by U.S. 
warplanes in 1988. It was in the 


Persian Gulf for military maneu- 
vers after being overhauled, a 
spokesman for the Iranian Navy 
said Tuesday. 

Rear Admiral Ashkbous 
Danakar said it took. 1 8 months for 
Iranian technicians to restore the 
destroyer. Sabalan, which was se- 
riously damaged on April 17, 
1988, by U.S. lazer-guided bombs 
during the Iraqi imposed war. 

Reconstruction costs on the 
$800 million destroyer amounted 
to three billion rials, Danakar 
said, adding that the Iranian Navy 
was now capable of overhauling 
various kinds of vessels. 


Kharrazi Calls for U.N. Reforms 


ote Reqional Slabl 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran's permanent rep- 
resentative to the United Nations, 
Kamal Kharrazi, said Tuesday that 
the Security’ Council should at- 
tempt to gain the confidence and 
trust of the general membership so 
as to be able to act on its behalf. 

Addressing the 5 1st session of 
*7 the U.N. General Assembly on re- 
ports of the Security Council, he 
noted that despite various special 
functions undertaken by the coun- 
cil. particularly in recent years, the 
General Assembly has not re- 
ceived any special report from the 
council. "We believe that this is the 
task of the General Assembly to 
prepare and adopt a guideline on 
that subject," he said adding, spe- 
cial reports of the council can im- 
prove relationship between the 





KHARRAZI 

council and the general member- 
ship. according to IRNA. 

On the other hand, he noted, the 
annual reports of the council have 
been drafted in such a manner 
which has left no room for their 
consideration. A report which is 
indeed a compilation of symbols. 


resolutions and chronologies of is- 
sues already available to the mem- 
ber states needs no consideration. 

"What we are considering now 
is rather the ways and means 
through which the reporting 
method and procedure of the coun- 
cil would be improved, so that the 
minimum expectations* of those 
members not represented in the 
council could be met." 

Kharrazi further underlined that 
the General Assembly should truly 
be able to fulfill its duty in con- 
ducting a thorough and compre- 
hensive consideration of the 
■ council’s report, provided that the 
content of the report is of a sub- 
stantive nature.' 

It seems that the main idea be- 
hind the respective articles of the 
See Page 13 


iri Leader Sefifc 
» Help to Solve 

Crisis 


Astara. the Largest Comme: 

Pole la isEtlffiflEffiB 


Following the disintegration of the former Soviet 
Union, the border port of Ascara has turned to one 
of the largest commercial ports in north of Iran. 

As a means of connection between our country, 
Russia, and the Central Asian republics, this port 
has the capability for transferring thousands of tons 
of goods. 

The border port of Astara is the most important 
borderline between Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan 
and with the existing 850 companies for import, export, 
and international transportation, Astara has a major part 
in the export of non-oil products and the transit of goods. 
One- third of the country's transit goods are transferred 
in Astara. 

This year 84,515 tons of goods with the cost of 
167.137 million rials have been exported from 
Astara Customs. These figures show an 80 percent 
increase in weight and 143 percent increase in cost, 
comparing to the last year’s. 

Morteza Hanzakian the supervisor of Customs in 
north of Iran said. "The goods exported from Astara 
Customs include agricultural products, handicrafts, 
foodstuffs, fahrics. minerals, constriction materials, 
cement, and tiles. Also goods such as wood and 
paper, chemical products, agricultural products and 
tools and equipment have been imported." 

Also, Abdol Reza Biazar, Asiara’s governor 
said, "4 1 ,907 of all kinds of trucks have transferred 
the said volume of goods. Thirty-three thousand of 
these trucks were the Iranian ones and about 9,000 
of them belonged other countries. For the con- 
venience of the truck drivers, a terminal with the 
extent of 8 hectares has been built. 

A 2 billion-rial budget will be used to establish 
convenience facilities in this terminal. Among other 
steps taken for the convenience of exporters and 
drivers are: .giving 24-hoor services in Astaxa Gistoras. 
establishing a gas station in Astara Customs, daily 
passage of trucks from the border. Astara Customs has 
been made based on die requirement of 50 years ago 
and now its staff and equipment are not sufficient for 
the present situation. ” 

The deputy manager of Iranian Customs said, 
"Astara Customs offers services above its capacity 


and it is necessary that the officials take steps to 
promote it to a department and solve its problems." 

The high-ranking officials of country stressed the 
construction of a new bridge in their visit here. The 
permissions are issued for the construction of a 
second bridge on Astara Chay River and a railway 
bridge as well, and their construction will soon be 
started. " Mr. H anzak ian the supervision of Customs 
in north of Iran mentioned, "Once there is a second 
bridge in Astara border, the number of trucks that 
pass through Astara Customs will reach to 300 
trucks a day which is twice more than present. " 

Also the lack of accordance in the Customs of 
Astara in Republic of Azerbaijan is a barrier to the 
transit and export of goods." 

Referring to the same problem Astara' s governor 
stated, "Despite our mutual agreement to give 24- 
hour services, Azerbaijan Customs is now working 
10 hours a day." 

Building the largest multipurpose port of north 
of Iran in Astara, connecting the Astara railway to 
the railway of Azerbaijan, establishing a joint mar- 
ket in the border, are among several national and 
provincial projects under construction in ihis region. 

Astara's governor said. "Considering the vast 
investments of the government in Astara and the 
capabilities of this region, the blueprints for creating 
the Astara Special Commercial and Industrial Zone 
have been passed to the Cabinet." 

He said, " In the near future, the international 
border of Astara will be the only border that enjoys 
the means of transportation through sea, air, rail- i 
way, and on the road. 

For constructing the multipurpose port of Astara j 
a 17 billion-rial budget is allocated this year and j 
another 3 billion rials for connecting the Astara 
railway to the one in the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

The multipurpose port of Astara will include 
fishing, commercial, and tourist quays. The first 
phase of this project is completed and its second 
phase is now under construction." 

Following the disintegration of the former-Soviei 
Union, the border port of Astara has turned to one 
of the largest commercial ports north of Iran. 


Rafsanjani 
Congratulates 
Moroccan & 
Romanian 
Counterparts 

IRAN NEWS NA T/ONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Foriegn Ministry Di- 
rector General for Middle East- 
North African Affairs. 
Hojjatoleslam Seyed Mohammad 
Kazem khan sari handed a written 
message of President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani to King Has- 
san of Morroco in a meeting in 
Rabat on Monday. 

Khan sari congratulated King 
Hass an on the anniversary of Mor- 
roco's National Day and calted for 
expansion of Teh ran- Rabat rela- 
tions. 

During the meeting the ‘two 
sides discussed issues of mutual 
interest at the regional and interna- 
tional levels. IRNA reported. 

King Hassan reiterated his 
country's interest in the expansion 
of brotherly relations with the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, and asked 
Kliansari to convey his warm re- 
gards to Hojjatoleslam Rafsanjani. 

In another development. Presi- 
dent Rafsanjani on Tuesday sent a 
message of congratulation to new 
Romanian President Emil Con- 
srantinescu. _ 

Rafsanjani in his message ex- 
pressed hope that the two coun- 
tries' long-standing bilateral 
relations would continue to pro- 
gress. 

Iran , U.A.E. 
Relations 
Discussed 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to 
the United Arab Emirates 
fU.A.E.) Hussein Sadeqi in his 
meeting with the Emirates’ Minis- 
ters or State for Foreign Affairs. 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed al-Na- 
byan, exchanged views on the two 
countries' promotion of bilateral 
relations on Tuesday. 

Tehran-Abu Dhabi issues of 
mutual interest as well as regional 
current developments were ampng 
the subjects reviewed at the meet- 
ing, IRNA reported. 




LET’S MEMORIZE THE QURAN 

SURA 5% THE GATHERING (AL-HASHR) 

. ' Jn the Name of God, 

. ‘ The Beneficent, the Merciful 

10. And those who after them arrived announce: 

Our Lord, forgive us and forgive our brethren, 
Whomthe Faith had over us precedence. 

And in our hearts, let there be no aversion 
To those who did believe already: 

OurLord. You 're Gracious, Full of Mercy. 

*The 30th pan of the Holy Quran is obtainable in exquisite book-form 
fromJUSA Publication TeL 883 4844-S /cm 0 


PRAYER TIMES 


Noon (Zolir) 

Evening (Maghreb) 
Tomorrow's Dawn (Fajr) 
Tomorrow's Sunrise 
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The Army of Billy and 
Shalikasavili! 

'Sir, have you had time to take a look at the Nov. 25, 1996 
edition of the Newsweek magazine?’ 

'No, why? Is there anything interesting?’ 
l Oh, there’s something terrifying, a report about "Rape in the 
Ranks", it says: At least some 4 percent of woman recruits are 
victims of actual or attempted rape and sodomy, by drill sergeants 
and other military personnel ... the percentage of raped women in 
uniform is nearly 10 rimes higher than the incidence or rape and 
sexual assault in civilian life ... there is a manhunt for suspected 
rapists in all the Services ... the army is suddenly at war with itself 
...", it’s a horrifying report, I tell you!* 

'Yes, that’s what comes out of administrations who do not 
believe in any moral values, Judaic, Christian or Islamic, who 
don’t even respect the laws of nature; poor, American w omen, 
black or white.’ 

‘Oil, it’s disgusting, but where, do you think, they’re going, 
master?’ 

‘Not far, only going the way of Sodom and Gomorrah, that's 
all!" 

ABU SINA 


Iran Puts Military 
Spending at $2.7b Annually 






ROWHANI 

/RAN NEWS P.ARLLAAfENT.-tRr DESK 

TEHRAN - Iran has allocated an 
average of S2.7b a year to the de- 
fense budget since the end of the 
1980-1988 war against Iraq, Ma- 
jlis Vice Speaker Hassan Rowhani 
said yesterday. 

He added during a session of 
the Majlis that the figure was very 
low for a country as big as Iran 

with a population of more 
than 60 million. ' 

"This is a good indication that 
we do not pursue an aggressive 


policy despilc Ihe malicious 
propaganda against the Islamic 
Republic." he said, quoted by 
AFP. 

Rowhani. who is also secretary 
of the Supreme National Securin' 
Council, the highest political and 
military decision-making body in 
Iran, compared his country' 's de- 
fense budget to those of the Arab 
neighbors across the Persian Gulf, 
which he said were "dispropor- 
tionate." 

"Our per capita defense budget 
is $45. while those of Saudi Ara- 
bia. the United Arab Emirates 
(U.A.E.) and Kuwait are over 
$1, IKK)." he said. 

President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. submitting a budget pro- 
posal for next year to the 
Parliament said Sunday that 
around 8.3 trillion rials had been 
appropriated for defense. 

Rowhani also criticized the 
presence of American forces in 
the Persian Gulf to protect the oil- 
rich Persian Gulf Arab states. 


charging that it created "tension" 
in the region. American warships 
have been stationed in the region 
since a U.S.-led milium coalition 
dro\c Iraqi occupation troops 
from Kuwait in 1991. 

"We hope our Arab brothers in 
ihe Persian Gulf will realise the 
fact that security would only be 
guniniced through friendship and 
good neighborly lies and not by 

piling weapons purchased from 
foreigners." Rowhani warned. 

He nevertheless called for a 
strong navy to serve as a deterrent 
against possible foreign attack, 
saying Iran had common sea bor- 
ders with 12 countries. 

The Iranian. Navy and the elite 
Revolutionary Guards are pres- 
ently engaged in major maneuvers _ 
■ in the Persian Gulf and the Sea of 
Oman. 

American and British officials 
have said the U.S. and allied war- 
ships would "closely" monitor the 
maneuvers to assess ban's mili- 
tary capabilities. 


I 
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Hsyeb Restaurant in Saadat Abad 

Lllllcll. Nayeb’s Famous Chelokabab and Chicken Kabab 

Dinner: Our CHEF has prepared the additional menu for you: [ 

0 FILLET STEAK 0CHICKEN SCHNITZEL 0 BARBECUE FILLET 
0 FRENCH SCALLOP 0 FRENCH TROUT ESHISH KABAB 

With live music every night 
Nayeb Restaurant in Saadat Abad Sq. 

Telephone Numbers: 206 3652 - 207 8463, Fax: 206 3613 


& 
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
MINISTRY OF JIHAD 


IRAN DAIRY INDUSTRIES COMPANY 


IN THE NAME OF GOD 

"THE ADVERTISMENT OF CANCELLATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE NO: 96-6 AND 96-7 
We herein announce that. the international tender notices No. 96-6 and 
96-7 of Iran Dairy Industries Co. which have been issued on November 23 
and 24, 1996 by this newspaper are cancelled and the above mentioned 
tenders are postponed until further notice. 

Obviously, the public will be noticed, if we intend to place the said 
tenders once again through some wide circulation newspapers. 





In a very high class 
building, there is a 
lovely 2-bedroom apt. 
with all you need, furn 
or unfurn, 

Tel: 382 1833 


Computerized 
Real Estate 
Agency 

Central and 
North Branches 

0911- 212- 5119 
802 2658 - 
8022643-8022632 


TANDOOR 

Indian Restaurant of 
Hotel Tehran Sara 
the only authentic 
Indian cuisine 
Indian management 
Mofateh Are Ardalan 

Street , opposite . 
Shiroudi Stadium 
Open 7 days a week 

$825705, 882570 ! , 
8820934 




For Rent 


A 700 sq.m. 3 story building suitable 
for embassies or head offices 
Gheam-Magham St., Beheshti Ave. 

Call: 8711341 



ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 

TEL: 8771330,878 6477, 
888 8148 , 888 8678 
FAX: 878 6475 


BELDERCHIN 

Try 0nce to Be 0ur 
Regular Customer 

With over 40 years of 
experience in cooking 
different kinds of Iranian and foreign 
dishes in embassies is ready to serve 
you at your parties and celebrations. 

Mr. Sudooghi 

2 



KHANSALAR 
Enjoy Homemade Style 
Authentic Persian 
Cuisine at Khansalar’s 
Steal J.tanian. 
fJjtadiUanal SledbawtanL 

Tel: 878 8764 , 878 0454 

Add: 22 A Ivan d Ave., North 



TAt QfutUM tetStAMTAHb 

jh 

THE ONLY GENUINE 
CHINESE 

FOOD IN TOWN 

No. 3, Abdo Stn, Valiasr 
, Ave. odd. Fatemi. 

Tel: 881 0163,890714 




ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 

TEL: 878 6477 , 877 1330 
888 8148 3 888 8678 

FAX: 878 6475 


WARM ENTER? AIN WENT 
IN COLD WINTER 

AT SAB2 TRADITIONAL 
HESTAUKANT 0 TEAHOUSE 


- -. 5- 7 
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live Traditional music 


IN TDE NICE, QUIET b CU2Y 
PLACE OF SA y D ABAD 


IMAM KHOMEINI (RA): 

BASIJ IS THE 
SCHOOL OF LOVE. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

ON BASIJ .7^ 

WEEK TO ^ 

ALL LOVERS 
OF PURE 

U0HAMMADAN 

ISLAMIC 

CULTURE. 40 


Parnakh Spinning Company 
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NEW DELHI, INDIA - Vice President R.K. Narayanan of India. 
(R) meets with visiting Iranian Parliament Speaker Nateq-Nouri 
who arrived here on Monday for a five-day visit _____ 
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cdly supporting terrorism, which 
has been used to demonise Iran 
with Iraq. Tokyo, together with 
France and Germany, keep re- 
questing evidence, he said. 

He also criticized the extrater- 
ritoriality of U.S. sanctions 
against Iran as "inadmissible", 
suggesting that Washington was 
more. concerned about its own in- 
terests such as selling arms and 
protecting American major oil 
companies in Arab states. 

The conference, organized by 

f the Royal Institute of Interna- 
tional Affairs, was to explore the - 
motives behind U.S. policy in the 
Persian Gulf, its differences with 
its allies and the shift in business 
patterns caused by U.S. sanctions. 

It comes as the Council on For- 
eign Relations is expected to re- 
port its policy’ review findings by 
March, while Washington s Nixon 
Center for Peace and Freedom is 
understood to be halfway through 
its re-cvaluation of Iran policy. 

French author and former am- 
bassador. Eric Rouleau, told the 
conference that there was even an 
ongoing debate within the Clinton 
administration which may lead to 
change of orientation. 

Dual containment was not just 
a failure but was a "dangerous 
policy", he said, asking why the 

** U.S. (fid not practice its traditional 

diplomacy exercised elsewhere in 
the world. Rouleau added that the 
benefits of normalizing the Per- 
sian Gulf area would probably 
lead to the departure of most if not 
all U.S. troops and to a sharp re- 
duction in arms sales to the re- 
gion. 

Michael Stunner of Germany s 
Stiftung Wisscnschaft und Politik 
also criticized U.S. policy for hav- 
jp- ing to element of detente and 
warned that the U.S. military' 
presence was provocative to the 
riscoflslam. 

With regard to Washington re- 
sorting to a secondary boycott in 
pursuit of its containment policy, 
he said that Iran had opened up 
cracks itself in the sanctions re- 
gime. 

In a speech full of irony. Al- 
exei Vassiliev of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, chided the 
U.S. in its hypocritical claim that 
its policy was guided by "high 

moral principals". 

Unlike Washingtoh. good rela- 
tions with Iran was Russia's 


"number one priority in the re- 
gion". he said, citing that Tehran 
and Moscow found similarly 
close positions on many issues, 
including solving the legal status 
of the Caspian Sea 



bazan Foundation (MJF), an- 
nounced readiness to carry out 
projects in Kashmir. 



ECO members have decided to 
list the items for the reduced tar- 
iffs. which includes craft paper, 
cotton yarn, iron and steel bars 
and wires, iron ore and leather 
goods. Ozar said. 
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Regional Cooperation Develop- 
ment Organization (RCD). 

Founder members — Iran. 
Pakistan and Turkey - renamed 
the organization in 1985, calling it 
the ECO. "The RCD was restruc- 
tured and revived as ECO," Ozar 
recalled. 

"In 1992, ECO was expanded 
to include seven new members; 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan. Kyrgyzstan, Tajikis- 
tan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekis- 
tan," he said. 

"True, ECO importance was 
enhanced because of dramatic de- 
velopments in the world, and in 
the region particularly," Ozar 
said, referring to the disintegra- 
tion of the Soviet Union which 
paved the way for expansion of the 
ECO. 

He said that besides the fall of 
the Soviet Union, other develop- 
ments such as the establishment of 
NAFTA. EU and APEC, had en- 
hanced the importance of the 
ECO. 

He said that the meeting of the 
Council of Ministers will meet 
here in Tehran next April or May 
to make certain important deci- 
sions to inject new life into the 
ECO. 

"To cope with the new chal- 
lenges. the ECO needs certain spe- 
cific steps and we hope that the 
next meeting of the Council of 
Ministers will be a landmark in 
this direction," Ozar said. 

ECO members have agreed to 
reduce tariffs for 40 to 50 com- 
mercial items, be said, but be- 
cause of the rules and regulations 
of certain other organizations, the 
plan could not work. 

"Preferential trade is not 
working because of rules and 
regulations set by other interna- 
tional organizations, including the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO)," he said. 


W&km'n 


As economic development and stability are in 
relationship with one another, regional cooperation 

would serve as a catalyst to this end. *«„rtivate 

Finally, if the members do not speedily try 
and dynamize the ECO, the organization ■ 

coming years, not be able to sustain, m view of the rapud 

emergenasof regional and international “9™^ 
such as the Chgainzation of the Caspsxn Sea Uttoral 

States, the ASEAN, and WTO. 


over or involvement in the so- 
called Mykonos trial. 

Relations between Iran and 
Germany became strained over 
German prosecutor’s charges last 
week that the Iranian officials or- 
dered the killing of three Kurds 
and their translator at a Berlin 
restaurant in 1992. 

Kohl in his letter stressed that 
it was in the two nations' interest 
to avoid tension in bilateral ties. 

The prosecutor's allegations 
triggered angry protests in Iran. 
The angry mob in Tehran went in 
front of the German Embassy and 
expressed their abhorrance against 
the unfounded charges against top 
officials of the Islamic Republic. 

Rafsanjani in his Friday 
prayer's sermon pledged to pro- 
tect ties with Germany after re- 
ceiving the letter from Kohl and 
said that he would reply to the 
chancellor. 

"The reply will be handed over 
to the chancellor on Friday." the 
same source said. 



rector of the Persian daily Jahan-e 
Island, which was closed by the 
Ministry of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance on Feb. 7. 1994. He is 
considered to hold extreme views 
on both national and international 
issues. 

He voiced concern over pre- 
sent social trends, claiming soci- 
ety is dominated by one particular 
faction. "The present situation is 
such that the future president 
should be strong because one fac- 
tion has all the publicity means at 
its disposal ... whether it be broad- 
cast or prim." he commented 
without elaboration. 

He said the only chance for the 
Followers of the Imam's Line was 
through personal contact "It 
seems there is a feigned competi- 
tion between the two candidates 
of the ruling faction ... if we name 
a candidate all our hope is pinned 
on our supporters’ work ...." 
Khamenei said. 

He did not name the two candi- 
dates. bjit was obviously alluding 
to Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri and former Informa- 
tion Minister Mohammed Mo- 
hammadi Revshahri. 

Payam-e Daneshjoo is another 
publication which was closed 
down by the government. Its 
managing director. Heshmatollah 
Tabarzadi. addressed the students 
at Tcliran University, appealing to 
the people to form councils for 
publicity of the presidential erec- 
tions. 

Tabarzadi said. "If we prevent 
the participation of the free press 
and groups in political and social 
affairs, the ruling class will be un- 
dermined" He is also secretary - 
general of the Islamic Association 
of University Students and Gradu- 
ates. 

"The people should be permit- 
ted to express their views on vari- 
ous issues...," he stated "What is 
certain is that the president, . the 
MPs, are elected by the people. 
Therefore, the basis of the author- 
ity’ of the system is the people’s 
vote." 

"If the conditions are right for 
healthy competition, we shall in- 
dependently nominate a candi- 
date." Tabarzadi said. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic Asso- 


ciation of Students of Tehran Uni- 
versity and Tehran University of 
Medical Sciences yesterday is- 
sued a statement on the upcoming 
presidential elections. The full 
text follows: 

"Our president should be a 
Muslim and should leave no stone 
unturned for the dignity and glory 
'of the Islamic Iran. Our president 
should be Iranian by birth and 
prefer no other interests to na- 
tional interests. "Our president 
should be brave, not an abstract 
bravery, not the bravery set forth 
by some people to strengthen their 
position and make their living 
through iL "Bravery does not 
mean creating a subjective foreign 
enemy to destroy the mentality 
created for the national interests. 
Bravery means that our president 
should be able to cleanse our 
country’ "s biggest economic or- 
ganization. namely the Mostaza- 
fan and Janbazan Foundation 
(MJF). 

"Our president should be brave 
to be able to folly enforce the law 
of the councils. He should be so 
brave as to sacrifice everything 
for this cause. Our president 
should be brave to be able to re- 
move the official barriers which 
the government has set before the 
formation of parties in the coun- 
try. Indeed, our president should 
be brave!! 

"Our president should be effi- 
cient to unite the different strata 
of people arottnd the axis of na- 
tional interests. Our president 
should be brave to be able to re- 
move the numerous foreign policy 
deadlocks based on national inter- 
ests not in accordance with empty 
slogans. 

"Our president should be brave 
to be able to introduce to the peo- 
ple whoever and whatever pre- 
vents a reform in the diseased 
bureaucracy. Our president should 
be brave to inform the people of 
whatever prevents them from de- 
termining their own destiny. And 
finally, our president should be 
brave to be able to remove any 
' obstacle along the path of the so- 
ciety’s perfection and progress to- 
ward divine traits. To this end. he 
should not fear ouster, excommu- 
nication. impeachment, etc. 

"We found all these features in 
a person whose entire life has 
been spent in close contact with 
the university, a university whose 
students have always been the 
forerunners and solved problems. 
On behalf of the university com- 
munity. wc request the Secretary 
General of the Islamic Union of 
Students and Managing Director 
of I lie Pay ame Daneshjoo Weekly. 
Engineer Heshmatollah Tabar- 
/ndi. to accept being nominated as 
candidate of the seventh round of 
presidential elections to material- 
ize ali lire aforementioned objcc- 
■ lives." 

Islamic Association of Stu- 
dents of Tehran University and 
Tehran University ofMcdical Sci- 
ences. 



fore India became ff British colony. 
Persian was the official language 
and served as a vehicle of expres- 
sion among the country's different 
vernacular groups," Sharma said. 
"India has produced famous Per- 
sian scholars and poets." The In- 
dian president, referring to the 
trade and economic ties between 
Tehran and New Delhi, said that 
Iran provided the most important, 
the safest and the surest way to the 
Central Asian markets. 

On the crisis in Afghanistan, he 
said that India pursued peace and 
supported the efforts'of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in this regard. . 


Nateq-Nouri expressed satis- 
faction over the two countries’ bi- 
lateral cooperation, and said the 
joint economic commission was an 
ideal forum for expansion of ties. 

The Speaker arrived here on Mon- 
day for a 5-day visit at the head of 
a high-ranking parliamentary dele- 
gation. 

The Iranian official also met 
with the Indian Minister for Parlia- 
mentary Affairs, Shrikant Jena, on 
Tuesday. Jena said the repre- 
sentatives of the Indian people in 
Parliament "are very happy with 
the expansion of cooperation be- 
tween the parliaments of the two 
countries and the presence of the 
speaker of the Iranian Parliament 
in India.” 

Jena added that the Indian Par- 
liament was interested in further 
expansion of cooperation between 
the two countries. He pointed out 
that the Indian Parliament had vast 
powers and a very important role 
in decision-making. He also hoped 
that, with India and Iran having a 
number of tourist attractions, co- 
operation in tourism would ex- 
pand. 

Nateq-Nouri said he was happy 
to visit India, and that one ot the 
important goals of Iran’s foreign 
policy was to expand cooperation 
with the important countries of the 
region. The Speaker added that . 
Iran believed expanded coopera- 
tion had an important role to play 
in the maintenance of peace and 
security in the region. 

Of parliamentary cooperation. 
Nateq-Nouri said Jraii "is very 1 
happy with this and believes that it 
would have a very' important role 
in the overal I expansion of bilateral 
ties." 

He said that the idea of setting 
up the Jndo-Iranian parliamentari- 
ans friendship group was a valu- 
able way to enhance the interaction 
between the two parliaments and 
indicative of the friendship be- 
tween the two nations. In other 
news, relations between Iran and 
India, as well as major regional 
developments, figured in a meet- 
ing between Nateq-Nouri, and In- 
dian Vice President K.R. 
Narayanan. 

The Iranian Speaker said that 
the expansion of multilateral coop- 
eration between the countries in 
the region "is essential for regional 
peace and stability." He cited as an 

example the efforts of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to defuse regional 
crises, especially in Tajikistan and 
Afghanistan, and said crisis-reso- 
lution was an important principle 
in Iranian foreign policy. 

"Today, Iran is happy that it has 
the distinction of having brought 
about the end to many a conflict in 
the region." Nateq-Nouri stated. 
He added that the Regional Con- 
ference on Afghanistan in Tehran 
recently was an important step to- 
ward implementing peace and sta- 
bility in that country . 

"In future. Iran will, with all 
seriousness, continue its efforts for 
the restoration of peace and nor- 
malcy in Afghanistan", he said. 

Narayanan told Nateq-Nouri 
thar "commonalties" related the 
two nations of Iran and India. He 
underlined the importance of con- 
tinued expansion of bilateral coop- 
eration. and called Iran’s role in 
maintaining peace and stability 
"noteworthy." 

He said India appreciated 
i peaceful efforts by Iran in the re- 
i gion as well as the world, and 
t hoped Iranian efforts would moti- 
vate the Non-Aligned Movement 
: which was necessary in the exist- 

ing global political scenario. 

* The Indian vice president 

1 pointed out that India opposed out- 
I side interference in the region, and 
believed that the region’s security 


should be maintained by those 
countries within it 

The Iranian delegation yester- 
day went to Agra to see the historic 

Taj Mahal. It was built by Emperor 
Shahjahan for his wife, Mumtaz 
Mahalm in the middle of the 17th 
century. 

In another development, Nateq- 
Nouri had a working luncheon 
meeting with Indian Prime Minis- 
ter H.D. Gowda at the Prime Min- 
istry. The Iranian Majlis Speaker 
told Deve Gowda of his "entire 
satisfaction" with the way bilateral 
ties were going. 

"Scope to expand Irano-Indian 
relations exists, and the Majlis is 
ready to give a hand in expanding 
these ties," Nateq-Nouri said, add- 
ing that ali efforts should be made 
to revive the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NAM). 

Referring to the Kashmir issue. 
Nateq-Nouri said. "We are con- 
cerned over the issue of Kashmir 
and hope that this matter will be 
solved according to the aspirations 
of its people and leaders." 

In light of the good relations 
between Iran and both India and 
Pakistan. Nateq-Nouri offered the 
Islamic Republic's services as me- 
diator in the Kashmiri dispute. 

The Indian prime minister said. 
"Wc are try ing for peace in Kash- . 
mir and oppose American med- 
dling there." 

India wants to expand ties with 
Iran. De\e Gowda said. He hailed 
the Tehran conference on the Af- 
ghan crisis, saying. "We support 
Tehran on the Afghan issue and 
consider the (President Burhanud- 
din ) Rabbani go\ ernment as legiti- 
mate." He said foreign interference 
in Afghan affairs complicated the 
situation. 


m&Mm ■■ 


Demonstrations have been 
held in front of Germany’s Em- 
bassy in Tehran and protesters 
have called for the execution of 
the prosecutor Bruno Jost. 

Bui Kinkel told Parliament; 
"We are seeing on the part of the 
Iranian government the desire to 
calm the developments." 

"Relations which have a long 
tradition and which have been 
painstakingly built up cannot be 
turned on and off like a tap." 

Kinkel also insisted on the 
neutrality of the German justice 
system, which he has repeatedly 
stressed to Iran, and said the gov- 
ernment had at no time tried to 
influence the trial. 




cence of new economic blocs 
proved the benefits of regional 
cooperation, and that the expan- 
sion of ECO's iransregional ac- 
tivities. and its progressive 
relations with other regional and 
international organizations, em- 
phasized its important role. 
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"charter concerning the obligation 
of the council in submitting reports 
to the General Assembly is to as- 
sure those members not repre- 
sented in the council to be fully 
informed of its activities, he stated ■ 
adding, it is however extremely 
doubtful whether such an idea has 
ever been materialized. 
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Belarus from the end of the 1 8th 
century to the collapse of the So- 
viet Union in December 1991. 
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Beleaguered Serbian President Fates 
Farther Mass Demonstrations 


Former Indian PM Faces 
His Accuser in Fraud Case 


BELGRADE (AFP) - Belea- 
guered Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic faced a ninth 
straight day of mass demonstra- 
tion in Belgrade y esterday over 
the cancellation of election re- 
sults. while the opposition boy- 
cotted reruns of the polls. 

Thousands of striking stodents 
marched Lhrough the streets of the 
capital protesting at the "thieving" 
of votes by the authorities. 

In a major breakthrough, the 
opposition coalition together 
wrested control of Belgrade and 
other key towns from the ruling 
Serbian Socialist Party in the last 
round of local elections on No- 
vember 17 

It was the first time that Bel- 
grade had not been in the hands of 
the socialists since die fall of 
Communism in lltc former Yugo- 
slavia in 1990. 

However, the opposition's vic- 
tory was overturned by the 
authorities uho cancelled a series 
of results on the basis of "irregu- 
larities" and called reruns for yes- 
terday. 

"This is the most shameful 
crime in the history of European 
civilisation." 

Vtik Draskovic, one of the coa- 
lition leaders, said. 

Draskovic, who heads the Ser- 
bian Renewal Movement, called 
for his supporters to gatlier late 
yesterday on the main Belgrade 
Square. Tens of thousands were 
expected to be there. 

Tlie United Stales has been 
among those who have con- 
demned the decision to cancel the 
results, with State Department 
spokesman Gl\n Davies saying 


PROMOTIONAL ITEM 


that it "invalidates Serbia's claim 
to be a country evolving towards 
democracy." 

Milosevic, who has been keep- 
ing a low profile since die crisis 
broke, was among those who 
voted yesterday in the reruns, 
which the opposition said they 
would boycott at the risk of losing 
their majority'. 

"I hope those chosen for local 
councils will be successful in their 
duties. 1 wish them success," he 
said after casting his balloL 

The elections are crucial for 
Milosevic, since local authorities 
often control the media, over 
which he has maintained an iron 
grip in order to stay in power. 

The Serbian president has yet 


KARACHI, PAKISTAN (AFP) - 
Asif Ali Zardari, detained husband 
of deposed Premier Benazir 
Bhutto, was flown from Islamabad 
to Karachi yesterday, police and 
witnesses here said. 

Zardari was not allowed to meet 
relatives or friends at the airport, 
witnesses said. 

Soon after landing, he was led 
to a police armored vehicle which 
took him to an undisclosed loca- 
tion. the sources said. 

Zardari was moved to Karachi 
from a police guest house at Sihala 
near Islamabad, where he had been 
under detention since the Novem- 
ber5 dismissal of Bhutto’s govern- 
ment by President Farooq Ahmed 


to react to the claims of electoral 
fraud or to an opposition request 
for a meeting. 

The reruns, ordered Sunday, 
were organised in a hurry, without 
time to send out new voting cards 
or officially notify most voters. 

The authorities were allowing 
people to vote after just showing 
their identity cards. 

Around midday (11:00 GMT) 
in some Belgrade stations, turnout 
was between 10 to 15 percent, un- 
official estimates said. 

On Tuesday night, the Serbian 
Supreme Court rejected an oppo- 
sition appeal against the cancella- 
tion of the results and upheld the 
decision to hold reruns. 


Leghari. 

His transFer coincided with the 
withdrawal earlier yesterday of the 
detention order against him in the 
Punjab, under a law which allows 
detention for up to three months for 
someone considered a threat to 
public peace. 

The sources said the Sindh pro- 
vincial government had issued a 
separare detention order against 
Zardari. 

Charges against Zardari have 
not been specified. 

Leghari in his proclamation ac- 
cused Bhutto’s three-year old gov- 
ernment of corruption, 
administrative irregularities and 
lawlessness, and set fresh elections 
for February. 



MOSCOW. RUSSIA (AFP) - The 
last Russian troops in Chechnya 
will have left the breakaway repub- 
lic by January 25. the Interfax news 
agency reported here yesterday, 
citing a source in the Russian 
armed forces general staff. 

President Boris Yeltsin signed a 
decree Saturday ordering the with- 
drawal of the last two units still in 
Chechnya, but gave no date. 

However Kremlin spokesman 
Sergei Yasirzhembsky indicated 
then that the pullout would take 
place before presidential and legis- 
lative elections In the republic, 
which are due to take place January 
27. 

He said the vote should not 
"take place under the menace of the 
gun." 

The source told Interfax that 
units of the Defense Ministry's 
205th brigade would start leaving 
on December I. 

Russian officials met yesterday 
to finalize plans for the with- 
drawal. which has sparked uproar 
among the opposition. 

Communist and nationalist 
deputies have blasted the decree as 
treason and said it will lead to the 
collapse of Russia. They have 
called for the decree to be sus- 
pended and threatened to launch 
impeachment proceedings against 
the president. 

Moscow had originally said the 
205th brigade and the Interior Min- 
istry's 101 sr brigade still stationed 
in the republic would stay there 
permanently. 


NEW DELHI. INDIA (AFP) - For- 
mer Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao here yesterday 
came face to face in court with the 
man who accuses him of being in- 
volved in a S 1 00,000 fraud. 

Pickle businessman Lakhubhai 
Pathak was cross-examined by de- 
fense lawyers on the first day of 
evidence in a special top-security 
high court. 

Rao, a Hindu mystic called 
Chandraswami and his secretary 
stand accused by the British-based 
entrepreneur of asking him for the 
money in return for business con- 
tracts which never materialized. 

Pathak told the court that he was 
asked by Chandraswami to deposit 


S 1 00.000 in a bank account after a 
meeting in New York in 1983 to 
prove the "financial soundness" of 
iris company. 

He alleged that Chandraswami 
had promised him. with Rao’s 
help, a government contract forthe 
supply of newsprint and paper 
pulp. Rao was foreign minister at 
the time. 

The 75-year-old Rao, prime 
minister from 1991 until general 
elections earlier this year, is cur- 
rently on bail in three unrelated 
cases of corruption. 

The other two cases involve ac- 
cusations of vote-buying to save 
his government and alleged for- 
gery to frame a political rival. 


Interview with Tavanir Co.’s Production 



SRINAGAR, KASHMIR, INDIA: Kashmiri Muslims carry the 
body of a slain comrade, under the watchiul eyes of Indian 
army soldiers (background), Nov. 26 in Koel village, in Kash- 
mir’s southern Pulwaraa district Four Muslim militants were 
killed during a gunbattle sparked when soldiers sealed off the 
village and began searching houses.. 

' (AFP Photo) 


Bhutto's Detained 
Husband Shifted to Karathi 





Uncontrolled increase in population, scar- 
city of natural resources, limitation of land 
and capital are all parts of the confusing puzzle 
of the contemporary man’s survival. While the 
terrestrial food basket is getting smaller and 
less, the ones who share it however, continue 
to come to grab a bite. 

Therefore, we must think of a solution to 
prevent the day when the earth like a balloon full 
of air vanishes by the small touch of a pin. The 
solution to this, is only in the minds of the 
economists and technical sciences and human 
resources planners. 

Regarding this issue, one of the working ways 
which has been presented and always defended 
in the past 200 years by the classical economists, 
is the increase in production, of course to reach 
this goal, many of the Third World Countries’ 

Electricity* as an industrial ^ 
product, is offered to all the people 
in the society. Thus it should 
possess its special desired 
particularities in order to satisfy 
\ the consumers . v 

people and natural resources have been 
colonized and plundered. 

But what has been brought into discussion 
after the production increase, is the low price 
and high quality of the products. If not so, we 
can not hope for the creation of a consumption 
market. This important task could not be 
materialized either, unless shadowed by the 
existence of a manager who is competent and 
also a planner, so he can identify the various 
routes in production and connect them together. 

It is true that the twentieth century is the 
century of atom, information, explosion. 



expansion of communications, etc..., but the 
twentieth century is also the century of 
“acceleration in production’* and if our 
thoughts (as a developing country) are not well 
directed toward this point, then we will fall 
behind the high accelerating global society. 

It is for this reason, that the authorities of the 
nation’s electric industry by offering the most 
widespread services to the society, meaning 
ottering of electricity, are always in search of a 
sure and suitable production for this important 
and strategic product One of the executive 
arms, which is heavily active in this field , is the 
director of die Office for Production Planning 
of Tavanir Co. 

To familiarize ourselves with the 
responsibilities of this office and bringing up 
some of the general topics; we arranged for an 


interview with Mr. Ali Reza Qotbi the director 
of die Office for Production Planning of Tavanir 
Co. below are the excerpts: 

“Every individual, group, organization, and 
society is interested in having descriptive and/or 
prepared guidelines, so it won’t be confused and 
unassigned about its own future. Therefore, the 
need to discuss planning arises. In this direction, 
the “planner should be able to prepare the 
desired plan by putting the various parts and 
elements together and in fact pla nning is the art 
of exactly predicting and assessing the future of 
every person which bas an interest,’' Mr. Qotbi 
said in describing the “pl anning /* 

“The director of a planning unit should 
coordinate himself with the economic conditions 
of the country, and this is done by the directors 
full control over the global and national 
economic issues, such as fuel and energy, levels 
of economic growth and levels of investment 
pressures. In this way, if the planning director 
is able to collect and coordinate the existing 
facts, achieving an accurate plan will not be out 
of reach.” said the director of the Office for 
Production Planning, emphasizing the 
characteristics of a planning director. 

“Electricity as an industrial product is offered 
to all the people of the society. Thus it should 
possess its own special and desired 
particularities. It must be offered continuously 
and at all times it should have the suitable voltage 
and frequency and finally it should be offered at 
a balance price,” Mr. Qotbi said while 
considering the satisfaction of customers while 
offering the product a necessity. 

“In our studies division, we are in contact 
with the international organizations such as the 


we use their findings and software for the better 
development of the country's electricity 
production. 

Also, considering the forecast for the 
country’s electricity production in the future, the 
fuel situation, electricity consumption increases, 
existing technologies, and also -by studying the 
systems, types of power plants and the proper 
location for their constructions, we prepares our 
reports. " 

Assessment of power plan budgets under 
construction is another one of the duties of the 
Office tor Production Planning, which we 
follow up on the construction of new power 
plants by paying attention to the physical 
development of the plan and the needed cost," 
said the director of the office while pointing to 
the office’s most important duty which is - 
studying the various divisions of the electricity 
industry. 

'Mr. Qotbi considers the economic 
calculations, on the cost price of electricity for 
sales to the neighboring countries as one of the 
duties of the office 

The director of a planning unit should 

coordinate himself with the country's 
economic conditions , and this is done By 
the director *s full control over the global 
and national economic issues »_ 

“By Iran entering the field of electricity 
export to the neighboring countries, the 
employees of the economic studies division of 
the office . calculate the cost price of electricity 
in Iran, and considering the competitive 
international prices, announce the suitable 
prices to the top directors at the countries 
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U.M. OiUfor-Food Monitors 
Arrive in Iraq, Dinar Surges 

irv a r\ in a / a rn\ f.. . _ 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ (AFP) - Four 
U.N. experts arrived here yester- 
day to inspect customs areas which 
will receive humanitarian goods 
under an oil-for-food deal with the 
United Nations. 

The Iraqi dinar surged mean- 
while against the dollar and food 
prices fell in anticipation of the 
first Iraqi oil sales since economic 
sanctions were imposed after the 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

U.N. expert Michael Westropp 
said his group from Lloyds of Lon- 
don would speak to Iraqi and U.N. 
officials over the next two days 
before heading to the customs ar- 
eas to 'inspect facilities through 
which the shipments will pass. 

"We will check three border lo- 
cations," Westropp told AFP. The 
areas are at Uum-Qasr on the Per- 
sian GuIf.Terbil on the border with 
Jordan, and Zakho on the border 
with Turkey. . 

"Our mission is to check food 
and medical supplies?" said Wes- 
tropp, whose group traveled over- 
land from Jordan. 

Iraq informed the United Na- 
tions on Monday that had it ac- 
cepted all U.N. terms which had 
blocked implementation of the oil- 


Belgian 

Prosecutor 

Attacked 

Over 

Deputy PM 
Child Abuse 
Charges 


BRUSSELS. BELGIUM (AFP.) - 
Belgium's interior minister yes- 
terday bitterly attacked a prosecu- 
tor who lias accused Deputy 
Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo of 
having sex with minors, and said 
he thought his colleague may 
have been the victim of a police 
plot. 

"It is possible that a section of 
the police wanted to show that it 
could bring down even those in 
ike highest places." Johan Vande 
Lanotte said in an interview' with 
ihe Libre Belgique daily. 

The minister said he was con- 
vinced his socialist colleague was 
innocent. That is clean If it was 
not die case. I would not be by his 
side." 

Last week Andre van Ouden- 
hm-e. the chief prosecutor in 
Brussels, asked for Di Rupo to be 
stripped of immunity from prose- 
cution so he could be indicted on 
charges that he had sex with a 15- 
vear-old in 1989. 


for-food deal signed on May 2E. 

A pricing fonnula still has to be 
approved and more monitors have 
to be deployed in Iraq before the 
deal can be implemented, but dip- 
lomars estimate oil could begin to 
flow in mid-December. 

In New York, a U.N. spokes- 
man said more than 150 U.N. ob- 
servers are to monitor the 
distribution of food and medica- 
tion obtained by Iraq under the 
deal. 

According to a preliminary re- 
port by Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali to the U.N. Security 
Council, there were to be 151 ob- 
servers monitoring the situation in 
Iraq and another eight at the United 
Nations headquarters. 

In addition, there were to be 32 
customs agents to supervise the ar- 
rival of humanitarian imports, and 
14 officials charged with monitor- 
ing Iraqi oil exports. 

Diplomats also said that Lloyds 
of London wou ld control the deliv- 
ery of humanitarian aid to Iraq and 
the Dutch company Saybolt would 
supervise die oil shipments. 

Under the deal, Iraq can export 
two billion dollars of oil every six 
months in return for food and 


jnedicine^but some of the money 
will be used to defray U.N. costs 
and go toward war reparations 
stemming from the invasion of Ku- 
wait 

The -dinar was trading for 750 
dinars to. the do! lar yesterday, com- 
pared to 1,650 dinars before the 
Iraqi authorities announced Mon- 
day they had agreed to U.N. terms 
for implementing the deal, cur- 
rency dealers said. 

They added that they expected 
the dinar to strengthen further as 
Iraq came closer to exporting its 
first oil shipments to international 
markets in six years. 

Food prices decreased by 
around 35 percent 

A kilogram (2.2 pounds) of 
flour sold for 400 dinars compared 
to 660 dinars on Monday while a 
kilogram of sugar sold for 500 di- 
nars, down from 750 dinars on 
Tuesday. 

But Iraqis still hesitated to make 
big purchases while waiting for an- 
other fall in prices, residents said. 

In an apparent bid to reassure 
the public, the official news media 
started saying Tuesday evening 
that there had been substantial de- 
creases in basic food prices. 




Economic Cooperation Could 
Eclipse Regional Disputes 


jo put their claims on the Spratlys 
— a chain ofatoils, shoals and coral 
reefs reputedly rich in oil and natu- 
ral gas — on the backbumer and 
focus on joint development in fish- 
ery, oil and gas exploration and 
environment protection. 

However. President Fidel Ra- 
mos said this did not mean setting 
aside Manila's and Beijing’s over- 
lapping claims over the Spratly Is- 
lands in the South China Sea, 
highlighted by the Chinese occu- 
pation of the Philippine-claimed 
Mischief Reef in 1995. 

"We are not setting aside any- 
thing. We are just saying that the 
environmental issues, the develop- 
ment issues are now put in the fore- 
front instead of the so-called 
sovereignty issue," he said at a 
news conference. 

"If there is a way to improve 
livelihood, generate more jobs, in- 
crease family incomes among us. 




MANILA. PHILIPPINES (AFP) - 
Presidents Jiang Zemin and Fidel 
Ramos put the Spratly Islands dis- 
pute on the backbumer in favor of 
increased economic cooperation 
between China and the Philippines 
at talks here, officials said yester- 
day. 

Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Domingo Siazon said "you cannot 
expect quick solutions" to the dis- 
pute because "this has to be taken 
in the context of total relations plus 
in the context of development in 
the region. 

Siazon said both leaders agreed 


RAMOS 

why not give that priority instead 
of maintaining hot positions in re- 
gard to the sovereignty issue," he 
added. 

Jiang and Ramos were a picture 
of neighborly harmony yesterday, 
launching into duets of Western 
pop songs aboard the latter presi- 
dential yacht as it tooled along on 
Manila Bav. 


U.S. Evacuation of 5,000 
Iraqi Kurds Likely to Start 
Next Week 


Taliban Pushes North of Kabul as 
Thousands Flee 


KABUL, AFGHANISTAN (AFP) 
- Thousands of Afghan civilians 
were fleeing villages north of the 
capital Kabul Thursday as the Tali- 
ban consolidated its grip on newly 
captured territory. ' 

The Muslim militia captured 
the villages of KaJakan and Istalif 
Tuesday from opposition coalition 
forces with minimal fighting, Tali- 
ban soldiers and fleeing villagers 
told AFP close to the frontlines. 

"Most of the fighting was con- 
centrated on the mam road, as the 
Taliban were advancing," said 
Shamsuddin, a resident of 
Kalakan. 

The village of Kalakan is on the 
so-called old road 40 kilometers 
(25 miles) due north of Kabul, 
while istalif is 15 kilometers (10 
miles) further northwest, below a 
range of snowy mountains. 

The old road is one of two 
northbound highways exiting 
Kabul, where most of the fighting 
between the Taliban and the op- 
posing coalition -- made up of 
ousted government troops loyal to 
Ahmed Shah Masood and forces of 
northern warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dosram — has been concen- 
trated. 



LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM: British Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind (R) listens to the Syrian Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Farooq Shara whilst he gives a doorstep news conference to 
surrounding journalists at Mr. Rifkmd’s official residence rn 
London, Nov. 26. (AFP P hoto) 


On this highway a moving 
stream of well over two thousand 
displaced civilians was counted by 
journalists. They were fleeing the 
fighting in which many villages 
were heavily damaged by the in- 
tense exchange of rockets and ar- 
tillery. - 

These local civilians, some on 
overcrowded buses but most on 
foot and carrying whatever be- 
longings they could manage, were 
heading south to seek sanctuary in 
the now- peaceful capital Kabul. 

Frontline Taliban soldiers said 
they u'ere conducting a mopping- 
up operation in their captured ter- 


ritory, involving house-to-house 
searches through farm buildings in 
the once-thriving agricultural area. 

Civilians fleeing the area were 
subject to close searches at Taliban 
checkpoints on the main road, 
where the ultra-strict fundamental- 
ist militia confiscated and smashed 
"unlslamic" music cassette-tapes 
which they hung from their posts. 

The frontlines between the op- 
posing forces are now at the old 
road district center of Qarabagh,, 
with the Taliban Militia firmly in 
positions on the south side of town, 
Taliban fighters confirmed 



ANKARA. TURKEY (AFP) - 
The U.S. evacuation of nearly 
5.000 Kurdish aid workers and 
their families from Northern Iraq 
is likely to start next week, a 
Turkish Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said yesterday. 

Semiet Atacanli told reporters 
the operation was set for early De- 
cember. "This evacuation will be 
carried out at the request of the 
American government and we 
consider this operation in a hu- 
manitarian context" he said. 

Washington announced Mon- 
day that it would resettle the 
Kurds in the United States, via 
Turkey and Guam, in tire third 
such operation in as many 
months. 

In September. U.S. authorities 
airlifted about 2.140 Kurds who 
worked for the U.S. government 


and an additional 600 Kurdish op- 
position activists were evacuated 
in October to protect them from 
reprisals by Iraqi agents. 

But tire employees of U.S.- 
based or U.S.-funded aid agencies 
would be the largest group to be 
taken out of Northern Iraq since 
Iraqi troops made an incursion 
into the Kurdish-held area in late 
August 

The Kurds will cross from 
Northern Iraq to the Turkish bor- 
der town of Silopi before travel- 
ing to Guam, a U.S. outpost in the 
Pacific, where they will be 
granted the necessary documenta- 
tion to enter the continental 
United Slates. 

U.S, officials have maintained 
that Iraqi agents are operating in 
Northern Iraq and have targeted 
Kurds linked with the U.S. gov- 
ernment. 


SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA 
(AFP) - Cambodia’s First Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh arrived in this northern 
town yesterday in part to look into 
the mystery surrounding the fate 
of a British mine clearance expert 
abducted eight months ago by the 
Khmer Rouge. 

*7 have conic here to check de- 
velopments on the hostage (situ- 
ation)." the prince told reporters 
upon arriving at the airport here, 
adding tint a team of 30 soldiers 
sen! into die jungle to search for 
Chrisloplicr Howes had not yet re- 
ported in. 

"I am optimistic but still wait- 
ing for the news." said the prince. 
He said he expected some "devel- 
opment" in lire situation today or 
early Friday . 

List Thursday, military offi- 
cials said Howes. 37. of Bristol 
lind been rescued by a group of 
guerrillas who wanted to defect 
and would turn him over to the 
government the following day at a 
rendezvous point in central Kam- 
pongThom Province. 

■ TIic group never turned up 
though and since there there has 
been no word from die would-be 
defectors and the British Embassy 
hero and Foreign Office in Lon- 
don have been unable to confirm 
any of the reports. 


Prince Ranariddh said the gov- 
ernment had intercepted Khmer 
Rouge radio traffic in which hard- 
line commanders had ordered the 
capture of Howes and the guerril- 
las he is with. 

Some officials have said that 
because of this, the defecting re- 
bels may Itave gone into hiding 
but have been able to offer no 
proof of that. 

In Sient Reap, the prince was 
expected to have meetings with 
military commanders dealing with 
the Howes case as well as atiend a 
banquet with recent senior Khmer 
Rouge defectors. 


Ivon Coast Says Its Foreign Minis ter 
Could Replace Boutros-Ghali 


ABIDJAN. IVORY CUAS'I 
(AFP) - The president of the Ivory 
Coast has raised the possibility of 
liis foreign minister taking over 
for Boutros Boutros-Ghali when 
his term as U.N. secretary general 
ends next month, newspapers said 
yesterday. 

They said President Henri 
Konan Bedie floated the name of 
the minister, Amara Essy, in talks 
Tuesday in Paris with President 
Jacques Chirac but stressed that 
Essy was not yet a forma) candi- 


date for the job. 

"Mr. Essy is completely up to 
the task," Bedie was quoted as 
saying. "He has been president of 
the U.N. General Assembly, he 
can do the job." 

Konan stressed that African 
countries' efforts to have another 
African replace Boutros-Ghali, 
who is Egyptian, were being coor- 
dinated by the Organization of 
African Unity. That is why Ivory 
Coast is not formally’ presenting 
Essy as a candidate, he added. 


UNITA Calls for Elections and Summit Over Angola 


LUANDA. ANGOLA (AFP) - 
Angola's united opposition move- 
ment UNITA has called for fresh 
general elections in 1999 and 
urged a new meeting between 
•President Jose Eduardo Dos San- 
tos and UNITA Leader Jonas 
Snvimbi. 

In a communiqu late Tuesday, 
the party - said Savimbi was ready 
to meet Dos Santos for talks on 
the political future of the country 
chaired by Omar Bongo and Nel- 
son Mandela, respectively presi- 
dents of Gabon and South Africa. 

It also urged a second round of 
presidential elections as soon as 
possible. The first round was held 


in 1992 but was rejected by 
UNITA as Dos Santos edged 
ahead of Savimbi. 

That in turn sparked a resump- 
tion of the civil war and the sec- 
ond round was never organized. 

Both sides signed a peace 
agreement in Lusaka in late 1994. 
ending a total of 20 years of con- 
flict. 

Earlier this month. Parliament 
extended its own mandate, which 
was due to end Tuesday, to an un- 
specified date when political con- 
ditions are met for new elections. 

UNITA stressed the impor- 
tance of a further meeting be- 


tween Savimbi and Dos Santos 
but did not propose either a dale 
or place for the summit. The two 
leaders have met several times 
since the accord, but never in 
Luanda. 

The statement by the National 
Union for the Total Liberation of 
Angola also reaffirmed its com- 
mitment to the peace process and 
the Lusaka Accord. 

However it denounced what it 
termed as a "constitutional 
putsch" a decision by Parliament 
lo scrap two posts of vice presi- 
dent on the grounds they were no 
longer relevant after Savimbi re- 
fused to take up one of them. . 
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In-Form Els Aims for Million-Dollar Success 

SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA (Reuter) - British Open champion Tom 
Lehman and three times world raatchplay winner Ernie Els head a 
formidable field of 12 for the 1996 $ one million challenge starting on 
Thursday. Lehman is probably the form player of the year while Els 
comes to the Gary Player Country Club fresh from South Africa’s 
commanding World Cup victoiy last weekend. Els, who has never won 
the Sun City event said: Tve thought about this tournament ever}' day 
for a whole year. It’s one I really want to win, and need to win." 


Sports Highlights 




They Came, They Saw, 

They Conquered 


RIO DE JANEIRO. BRAZIL 1 AP 1 - They came, they saw and they left 
without a hint of Rio's chances for hosting the 2004 Olympics. 

One thing was for sure, the 1 9-member International Olympic Com- 
mittee E\:iluation Commission wrapped up its four-day visit Monday 
.liter seeing a lot of Rio's enthusiasm. 

From their arrival in pouring rain Thursday afternoon, commission 
members were followed by cheering crowds as they toured potential 
Oly mpic sites. 

When the sun finally came out Sunday, the enthusiasm was turned up 
a notch, culminating in an orchestra concert and fireworks by the lagoon 
below Rio's mouniain-iop statue of Christ. 

Commission members kicked soccer balls into the goals at Latin 
America's largest stadium and watched as the word "goal" ran across the 
scoreboard. They danced the Samba at a rehearsal of Rio's oldest Samba 
school. And they donned Indian headdresses as they shot arrows with 
representatives of the Xavante Tribe on Copacabana beach. 

"1 had a great time and there were a few moments when I could relax, 
but a candidacy is not only about fun. It is also important to take into 
account the technical aspects," said Thomas Bach, the IOC Evaluation 
Commission President. 


Noah Set to Win Accolades 


PARIS (Reuter) - Non-playing captains do not usually win accolades 
in Davis Cup finals. 

This weekend though, Yannick Noah, a gifted under-achiever as a 
player, will prove the exception if his French Team upset Sweden in 
Malmo. 

At the age of 36, Noah remains a flamboyant figure with his 
Rastafarian locks and carefree grin. 

But he is aware that his career should have produced more than his 
one Grand Slam victory' in the I9S3 French Open at Roland Garros and 
admits he could have benefited from some guidance. 

"My objective is to play the role today of the guy I didn’t have," 
Noah said in an interview. 

Five years ago. Noah inspired Henri Leconte and Guy Forget to an 
upset win over the United States in Lyon. 

"1 understood that emotion was a force and that Forget and Leconte 
were receptive, that they needed that," he said. 

"But that fuel is not necessarily good for everyone. On a tactical 
level, for me at the time, a ball in the middle of the court was an 
attacking ball." 

Patrice Hoeelauer, Noah's former personal coach at the time of his 
French Open victory and now the Davis Cup team trainer, confirmed 
the change Noah has gone through in five years. 

’In 1991. Yannick was still playing, he knew the French players 
and the foreign ones, because he played against them and saw them all 
year round on the circuit. 

He was very close to Leconte and Forget, "who were like little 
brothers to him and had enormous respect and admiration for him". 

"He had an incredible influence over both of them... if he'd told 
them to dive 10 meters into an empty pool, they’d have done it.." 

With players he knew far less well in the current team, he has "had 
io learn to understand how ihey tick io get close to them and get the 
same commitment he got from the "little brothers'. 

He .said Noah, who left the job in 1993 and 1994, worked hard at 
learning how to understand and handle men such as Pioline, whose 
tennis background was quite different from the average French player, 
and Boeisdi. 

Noah's motivational abilities will be put fully to the test in Malmo 
this weekend. 

Boih his singles players. Cedric Pioline and Amaud Boetsch, are 
ranked below Sweden's Thomas Enqvist and Stefan Edberg. but proved 
their lighting qualities by coming from behind to defeat Italy in their 
semifinal. 

As a true Frenchman. Noah sets great store bv mealtimes with his 
team, believing it helps attain a family unity. 

"Thai - when we discuss things." he said. "Look at the poor Yanks 
who m.oK their hamburgers in 10 minutes. Sitting down to a meal is 
evireincly important." 
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Nuggets’ Coach Resigns 

DENVER (Reuter) - Berate Bickerstaff has stepped down as bead coach 
of the Denver Nuggets and banded over the reins io long-time NBA 
coach Dick Motta the team confirmed Tuesday. Bickerstaff, who is in 
his seventh year with the nuggets’ organization, - will remain team 
president and also assume the title of general manager. He had served 
as head coach since February, 1995. Todd Eky, named general manager 
by Bickerstaff last February, is now the team’s vice president of 
basketball operations. The Naggecs are off to a 4-9 start and have lost 
their Iasi four games. 
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TOKYO, JAPAN: Alessandro Del Piero (C) of Juventus watches the ball passing through River Plate’s goal keeper Roberto Oscar 
Bonano's hands (R) during the Toyota European/South American Cup November 26. European champion Juventus of Italy beat 
South American Champion River Plate 1-0. 

• * . ; (AFP Photo) 


Hudson and Kirsten Flay India in tad Test 


CALCUTTA (AFP) - A 236-run 
partnership between South Afri- 
can openers Andrew Hudson and 
Gary Kirsten sent India on a 
leather hunt in the Second cricket 
Test at the Eden Gardens here on 
Wednesday. 

Hudson made 146 and Kirsten 
contributed 102 us Lite South Afri- 
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X-Clinched playoff spot. 


cans took advantage of perfect 
batting conditions and sloppy 
caiching to pile up 339 for two by 
close of the opening day’s play. 

A mammoth crowd of 85,000 
watched the vaunted home attack 
reduced to pulp by (he fired-up 
South Africans seeking to avenge 
the humiliating 64-run defeat in 
the First Test in Ahniedabad last 
week 

Hudson and Kirstens nrn-a- 
miimlc sland fell just 24 short of 
South Africa's aU-time record for 
the fiisi wicket.' 260 by Jack 
Siedlc and Bmcc Mitchell against 
England way back in 1930. 

Fust lest Itcro Ja\-agaJ Srinath 
broke the primers hip in the opening 
over after test by shattering Kirsten's 
stumps with a deadly in-cutter. 

Hudsoa dropped twice off sri- 
naih before he had reached double 
figures, was dismissed an hour be- 
fore close when he edged 
Vcnknicsli Prasad on to his wickets. 

Bui (here was little respite for 
the Indians on the cas> -paced 
w ickct as debutante Herschelle 
Gibbs (2K not out) and Daryll 
. Cullman (29 not out) added 43 for 
the unbroken third wicket. 

Hudson liil 24 boundaries in 
his fourth test ccntuiy and Kirsten 
14 m Itis second, but both w ere 
lucky io survive a torrid first hour. 

Stmr.iv Ganguly, reluming to 
i he leant on Itis home ground after 
missing the first lest at Ahmed- 
nbad due to an ankle injure. let off 
Hudson ui first slip in Srinalh's 
second over. 

Tltc unlucky Srinath. who en- 
gineered India's First Test win 


w ith a carccr-bcsl six for 21. then 
watched in horror as wicket- 
keeper Nayan Mongia spilled a 
simple catch as Hudson edged an 
outswingeL 

Kirsten’s first scoring shot was 
a streaky edge off Prasad which 
just eluded a diving Mohammad 
Azbaruddin at second slip. 

The pair capitalized on the 
fielders' generosity with ferocious 
strokeplay around the lush green 
outfield. 

They moved to 98 by lunch 
and smashed a further 138 in 31 
overs in the afternoon session. 

Their effort easily surpassed 
the previous best by South Africa 
for the first wicket against India, 
Hudson and Kepler Wessels’ 98 at 
Port Elizabeth in 1992. 

Hudson, who was on 41 at 
lunch to Kirsten’s 50, outscored 
his partner in the second session 
and reached bis century half-an- 
hour before tea by slamming leg- 
sp inner Narendra Hinvani for his 
16 th boundaiy. 

Kirsten also reached his land- 
mark with a cover-driven four off 
Hirwani in the last over of the sec- 
ond session. 

Hudson appeared to lose his 
concentration after Kirsten's de- 
parture and fell 17 short of equal? 
ling his career-best of 163 made 
against the West Indies at Bar- 
bados in 1991-92. 

More than 70,000 were present 
at the toss, won by South African 
captain Hansie Cronjc. despile a 
general strike in ihe eastern me- 
tropolis to protest the eviction of 
hawkers from crowded street lanes. 
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S. Africa, Brazil 
Boosting 


PRETORIA (AFP) - The presi- 
dents of South Africa and Brazil 
agreed Tuesday to boost bilateral 
tics after talks here which were 
dominated by economic matters 
and witnessed the signing of three 
cooperation accords. 

"Brazil is' the fifth largest 
country in the world, and there- 
fore we have a lot to gain by de- 
veloping relations." said South 
African President Nelson Man- 
dela. after meeting with his Bra- 
zilian _ counterpart Fernando 
Heiuique Cardoso. 

Cardoso told reporters after the 
meeting economics had domi- 
nated the talks. 

"With the economic progress 
that South Africa is making, links 
are bound to grow. We share the 
same vitality ... the same love for 
peace, the same love for democ- 


racy. the same need to reduce so- 
cial differences and to increase 
economic growth." he said. 

"Wc have a conunon heritage 
... we arc vciy proud to be a multi- 
racial society with an African 
heritage." the Brazilian leader 
said. 

South Africa and Brazil intend 
to increase bilateral trade, which 
remain very low although Brazil 
represents more than half of South 
Africa's exports to Latin America. 

In 1995. Brazil's exports to 
South Africa totalled 871 million 
rand ($244.94 million) and its im- 
■ ports represented 1.3 billion rands 
($425 million). 

TJris was a 3 1 percent increase 
from 1994. according to official 
figures. 

Cardoso was to visit Johannes- 
burg on Wednesday. 


S. Korea Parliament 
Ratifies OECD Membership 
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KIM YOUNG-SAM 
SEOUL (Reuter) - South Korea's 
parliament on Tuesday ratified the 
country's membership to the Or- 
ganization Tor Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD). Seoul officials said. 

President Kim Young-sam 
would soon sign lire agreement 
expanding OECD membership to 
29 and giving the Paris-based club 
of established economics greater 
weight in Asia. 

South Korea will be the second 
Asian member after Japan and the 
fiist from the region's newly in- 
dustrialized economics. 

A total 159 members of the 
299-seat national assembly voted 
in favor of OECD membership 
while 10] opposed the mm e. Two 
of the 262 members present ab- 


stained. 

Seoul was invited to join the 
OECD on. October 11. but opposi- 
tion members warned the group 
could force Korea to open its local 
markets to offshore competition 
too quickly. 

Park Kwang-tae. a lawmaker 
with tlie main opposition National 
Congress for new politics, told 
parliament his party was not op- 
posed to OECD membership in 
principle. It just wanted a delay. 

"The troubled economy cannot 
witlistand the shock of excessive 
market liberalization." he said. 

Since applying for OECD 
membership in March 1995. 
South Korea Iras sped up liberali- 
zation of its financial markets to 
foreign investors and pledged fur- 
ther reforms. 

Last month. Seoul raised the 
limit on foreign share ownership 
of listed companies to 20 percent 
from 18 percent. The ceiling is 
due to rise to 23 percent next yeat 

But critics have argued (lie 
rapid opening of the fledgling fi- 
nancial markets could deal a seri- 
ous blow to the economy, already 
suffering from a growing foreign 
trade deficit and inflationary pres- 
sure s. 

The government projects the 
nation's current account deficit to 
rise to about $20 billion in calen- 
dar 1996 from a shortfall of $8.9 
billion in 1995. 


Arab Fund Lends Oman $8.4m 

ABU DHABI (AFP) - An Arab credits extended by the two banks 
fund created five years ago to sup- to finance a commercial (ransac- 
port (lagging internal trade &iid . (ion with .Arabs, 
on Tuesday it had agreed to pro- 
ud<; two credits worth SS.4 mil- 
lion to Oman to finance a local 
commercial deal. 

Tire Arab Trade Fund Program 
tATFP) signed the two agree- 
ments with the Omani commer- 
cial bank and lire Muscat Al-Ahli 
Bank, which have been appointed 
»s representatives of the Omani 
go\ enuneni in tire fund. 

An ATFP statement said the 
loans would finance 85 percent of 


ATFP was set up by the Abu 
Dhabi -based Arab Monetary Fund 
l.AMF) in 1991 with a capital of 
S51K1 million to finance inter-Arab 
trade, which does not exceed 10 
percent of the total trade of the 
22-member Arab League. 

Tlic AMF, a regional IMF- 
sivle institution, contributed half 
the capital while the rest came 
from other Arab banks and finan- 
cial institutions. 
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China Signs Oil Contracts With U.S. Firms 


BEIJING (AFP) - China has 
signed a joint contract with U.S. 
oil giants Occidental Petroleum 
Corp. and Texaco Inc. to explore a 
2.340 square kilometer (936 
square miic) bloc off its northeast 
ca W. reports said Wednesday. 

Under the tenns of the contract 
— signed Tuesday with the China 
National Offshore Oil Corpora- 
tion (CNOOC) - lire two U.S. 


Occidental and Texaco had 
previously spent one year collect- 
ing seismic data from die bloc in 
the Bohai Bay. where 1 1 joint oil 
exploration contracts between 
Chinese and foreign firms arc al- 
ready in operation. 

Plans arc underway to sink 
more titan ID ftirthcr wildcat wells 

in the bay next year 

CNOOC has signed 122 oil- 


finns will shoulder all the explo- exploration contracts with foreign 
nu ion costs. Finns since 19X2 


French Unemployment 
Haunts EMU Economic Drive 



PARIS (Rculcr) - French Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe must be 
praying winter ends quickly for 
the economy, with the country 
facing record unemployment, 
public disenchantment and re- 
newed labor unrcsL 

The government is bent on cut- 
ting public spending lo prepare 
for European Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU), but its 
promise of better growth and 
more jobs is striking an increas- 
ingly hollow chord from politi- 
cians to tmek drivers. 

Suddenly, it seems, a siring of 
events has flung the debate w ide 
open on how France is preparing 
for an EU single currency . 

Unemployment is at a record 
12.6 percent, economic growth 
still ’around the comer" and labor 
conflict back on the boil. 

Angry truck drivers have 
thrown up blockades across the 
country lo pursue better pay and 
conditions in the worst unrest 
France has seen since crippling 
transport strikes last year. 

Earlier this month, a leading 
economic think-tank said in a re- 
port commissioned by the senate 
that unemployment would rise 
ev ery year betw een now and 2001 
— bey ond the EMU sum dale of. 
January 1999 — despite improving 
economic growth. 

The National Statistics Insti- 
tute 1NSEE said hardly a single 
additional job had been created 
omside France's public sector in 
the past year. 

Then, former president Valery 


Giscnnf d'Estaing and European 
Union architect set the ball rolling 
last week by questioning France's 
dccndc-old policy of a strong and 
stable currency, linked to the Ger- 
man mark. 

Prominent anti-Maastricht par- 
liamentarians including Charles 
Pnsqua and Philippe Seguin from 
Juppe's ruling RPR Party, leapt 
into the breach to call for a Euro- 
pean Union which made jobs an 
absolute priority. 

The heavyweight Ga ullis ts 
said the government's relentless 
drive to cut spending to meet 
Maastricht criteria for joining a 
single currency was restraining 
growth, sacrificing jobs and fuel- 
ing discontent. 

Despite the failure of the di- 
vided trade union movement to 
resuscitate last year's strike up- 
heaval. the truckers dispute has 
won a 74 percent vote Qf support 
from the French public in an opin- 


ion poll. 

There are signs, albeit muted, 
that the protest could widen, with 
French airline pilots due to strike 
on Wednesday and Thursday and 
unions at the SNCF state railways 
calling on staff to support the 
truckers "in the way they will 
judge necessary”. 

Many of the disputes so far ap- 
pear to lack the common thread 
that could create a more general- 
ized labor protest movement. 

But worries about unemploy- 
ment and an economic policy 
which reads "EMU first jobs 
later” are gainin g momentum at 
other lev els as well 

While Juppe's government is 
expected to find some respite in 
third quarter growth figures due 
out next week, economists say a 
2.6 percent drop in consumer 
spending in October announced 
on Tuesday augurs badly for the 
fourth quarter. 


German Metalworkers Ready for 
All-Out Strikes 


FRANKFURT (Reuter) - Ger- 
man's largest trade union. !G Met- 
all. warned on Tuesday that ah out 
strikes in the metal and engineer- 
ing industries were possible fol- 
lowing the collapse of efforts to 
resolve a bitter row on planned 
cuts in sick pay. 

Klaus ZwickeL chairman of 
the three-million-strong metal and 
engineering union, said the failure 
early on Tuesday of crisis talks in 
the state of North Rhine-West- 
phalia represented the last chance 
to solve the dispute "amicably'". 

1G Metall's regional wage 
committees now plan to cancel 
worker wage contracts early next 
v car in a move that would allow 
(hem to conduct strikes from 
around March if no progress 
looked likely in the regular wage 
round for 1997. 

Referring to the potential for 
strikes after the four-week notice 
period required under German 
law. Zwickcl said in a statement: 
"If no peaceable settlement is 
reached, we shall indeed do that" 

Employers across German in- 
dustry have been complaining for 
years that high German wages and 
other employee costs have under- 
mined their inicnL'iiionaJ competi- 
tiveness. and ultimately 
contributed to the country's near 
four-inillionjobless total. 

The new law cutting sick pay 
to 80 percent of wages from 100 
f percent has already triggered na- 
tionwide protests by metal and en- 
gineering workers and even 
walk-outs by staff in the usually 
much more peaceable banking 
and chemical sectors. 

It was introduced by Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's government as 
part of on austerity package aimed 
at securing Germany's entry’ into 
Europe's single currency. 

Tlic law is estimated lo cany 


cosi savings or up to. 12 billion 
marks ($7.85 billion) across the 
whole of German industiy. 

IG Meiall. * in membership 
terms the largest union in the 
world, represents workers at key 
German industrial concerns in- 
cluding Daimler-Benz AG. elec- 
tronics firm Siemens AG. and 
car-makers BMW . and Volk- 
swagen. ’ 


Zwickel accused employers of 
having wasted their best chance of 
solving the dispute on sick pay , 
which firms are still determined to 
reduce. 

But negotiators for the em- 
ployers’ side said that a scheme lo 
which IG Metall had been willing 
to agree under which sick pay 
costs would be offset by lower bo- 
nuses elsewhere, was simply not 
workable. 


Central African 
Economies Show Slight 
Improvement 


L IBERVILLE (AFP) - Six central 
African countries have shown 
modest economic progress since 
1 995. their finance ministers said 
Tuesday ns they wrapped up the 
annual meeting of the bloc's col- 
lective central bank. 

Tlie ministers noted good 
growth in red terms and encour- 
aging results rrom structural ad- 
justment programs in Cameroon, 
the Central African Republic. 
Chad. Congo. Equatorial Guinea 
and Gabon. 

In communiques issued Tues- 
day, the ministerial committee of 
the Bank of Central African States 
(BEACj said: "Though the eco- 
nomic recovery was generally 
hesitant right before tire devalu- 
ation, the countries of the region 
l\ave nevertheless in 1995 seen 
good real-terms growth at 3. 1 per- 
cent.” 

"This trend should continue for 
1 996 with an expected expansion 
of five percent.” while "at the end 
of the current year average yearly 
inflation will fall to 5.5 percent 
against 12 pcrccnl in 1995. and 
Ihc budget deficit in terms of GDP 
(gross domestic product) lo 2.7 


percent instead of 4.4 percent pre- 
viously." 

The ministers also praised 
Congo. Gabon and Chad for their 
compliance with accords with the 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), while call- 
ing on the .other three — 
Cameroon, the Central African 
Republic and Equatorial Guinea — 
"to make the necessary effort lo 
begin or continue negotiations" 
with the Bretlon Woods Institu- 
tions. 

The BEAC board said the six 
countries "have begun to show 
positive repercussions from vol- 
untary efforts under structural ad- 
justment programs put in place 
with the support of the Brctton 
Woods institutions." 

The board complained how- 
ever that tight monetary policies 
in the zone had impeded the flow 
of cash in the real economy, and 
urged extenders of credit to help 
encourage investment. 

The finance ministers of the 
14-countiy CFA franc zone de- 
cided in the Chadian capital 
N'Djamena in April lo link the 
CFA franc to the future EU cur- 
rency, the euro. 




Economic Digest 


TOKYO - Satellite maker 
Hughes Electronics Corp. has 
agreed to buy launch services 
worth $1 billion from a Tokyo 
company that will use Japan's do- 
mestical ly -developed space 

rocket, the company said Tuesday. 

Rocket Systems Corp. will 
send up ten Hughes satellites be- 
tween 20(H1 and 2UI>5. and give 
the U.S. company options to buy 
from five to ten more launches af- 
ter that, said spokesman Satoshi 
Sato. 

He said (he launches will be 
made with the H-II A. an upgraded 
version of the H-II. Japan's first 
commercial space rocket. Alter a 
scries of failures during its devel- 
opment. the H-ll was successfully 
tested in August 1994. and repre- 
sents Japan's attempt to enter an 
already competitive field. 

Tire purchase agreement marks 
Lite fourth lime in recent years that 
Hughes has added to (he number 
of competitors in the space rocket 
business to induce competition 
and cut pcr-lauixrh prices. 

SINGAPORE - Singapore's 
telephone company announced 
Tuesday it will reduce rates for 
foreign calls by up to 46 percent 
in January. 

That will be the fourth price 
cut in a year by Singapore Tele- 
coni Ltd., which is to lose its mo- 
nopoly in 2000 as part of a 
worldwide move to open phone 
markets to foreign compelilioa 

Singtel s biggest price cut 
w ould be for calls lo neighboring 
Malaysia. 

Rales for direct-dial calls to Ja- 
pan - where international calls are 
also getting cheaper in December 
- will fall by 21 percent to 1.50 
Singapore dollars ($1.10) per min- 
ute. and to (he United Slates by 8 
percent to 1.20 Singapore dollars 
(85 cents) per minute. 

SHANGHAI - Atomic Energy 
Canada Ltd and China National 
Nuclear Corp. signed a U.S.$4 
billion contract Tuesday for the 
construction of two Candu-6 nu- 
clear reactors, the Canada China 
Business Council said. 

The two 700-megawatt* reac- 
tors will be located about 80 kilo- 
meters (50 miles) from Shanghai 

in Qinshan. eastern Zhejiang 
Province. 

"The reactors will enable 
China to meet its energy’ needs 
and Canada to showcase its high- 
technology capabilities while cre- 
ating employment and 
opportunities at home.” said Ca- 
nadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien. 

MELBOURNE - Japanese 
restaurant group Dais ho has 
agreed to buy U.S.S8.1 million 
(10 million Australian dollars) 
[worth of Victorian produce each 
year, Victorian State Premier Jeff 
Kennctt announced on Tuesday. 

Kennett is on a nine-day trade 
mission to South Korea and Ja- 
pan. 

In a statement released here. 
Kennctt said Dais ho. which owns 
470 restaurants in Japan, has es- 
tablished a company in Victoria lo 
run its Australian operations. 

TOKYO - Daiei Inc., a major 
Japanese supermarket chain, said 
Tuesday it will start flying in all 
the beef the store imports from the 
United Slates. 

Up to now. most of the Ameri- 
can beef was shipped by sea. tak- 
ing as long as two weeks, said a 
Daiei spokeswoman. By air, that 
will be shortened lo about 11 
hours, keeping the meat fresh, she 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 
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1940 * Germany annexes 
French province of Lorraine 
during World War II. 

1950 - United Nations troops 
retreat in Korea. 

1961 - Soviet Union proposes 
immediate ban on nuclear test- 
ing without international con- 
trols. 

1962 - Britain agrees to pro- 
vide arms to India to resist Chi- 
nese aggression. 

1966 - U.N. General Assem- 
bly debates question of seating 
China. 

1969 - South Yemen* an- 
nounces extensive nationaliza- 
tion program. 

1987 - Troops comb Mata- 
beleland bush in Zimbabwe for 
rebels who hacked to death 16 
missionaries and their children. 

1989 - Colombian airplane 
crashes killing 107 people. 

1990 - John Major elected 
prime minis ter of Britain. 

1991 - Angry mob attacks top 
Khmer Rouge leader in Phnom 
Penh, who is evacuated to Bang- 
kok before being lynched. 

1992 - Rebels trying to take 
over Venezuela by bombing the 
presidential palace and captur- 
ing a military airport are put 
down by loyal troops 12 hours 
later in a foiled coup. 


20 Ways to Improve World Health 


PART IV 

20. Point the finger; name 
names. It is a shocking scandal 
that 12.2 million under-5s die 
every year from causes which 
could be prevented for, literally, a 
few pence per child. 

They die not because of the 
unfathomable' workings of "the 
system", but because of conscious 
decisions by individuals — by gov- 
ernments which subsidies arms 


sales instead of eliminating cretin- 
ism worldwide with a-technology 
that has been known for 75 years 
for a price that is paltry; by parents 
who discriminate against their 

daughters; by doctors who refuse 
to encourage the use of cheap oral 
rehydration salts for diarrhea be- 
cause there is little profir in it for 
them; by companies knowingly 


promoting medicines dangerous 
for children; by politicians who 
deliberately allocate scarce re- 
sources to urban hospitals for rea- 
sons of prestige and profit, 
knowing foil well that the money 
would be better spent on primary 
health care. 

( Courtesy of Kuwait Times) 


Shoes Must Provide Adequate Proteetion 


BY DR. ALLAN BRUCKHEMl 
QUESTION: It is just fix: start 
of the season, and my young, ath- 
letic son is already plagued by a 
football injury. It seemed like a 
simple sprain, and vve were not 
concerned until a consolation with 
a specialist labeled this as a "turf 
toe" and sent my boy back to the 
bench. 

WIw would a simple sprain re- 
quire this penalty, when ail he 
lives for is the football season and 
his participation on his college 
team? Please write us something 
that can get him back oil the field 


where he belongs. 

ANSWER: It isn't a penalty, 
but a legitimate call. You obvi- 
ously don't understand the impli- 
cations of "turf toe." or you 
would be praising your physician 
instead of feeling that he is taking 
your son out of action without just 
reason. 

Turf toe is an injury of hyper- 
tension of the toe. meaning it has 
been pulled back beyond die nor- 
mal limits of the joint It is not a 
simple sprain, but an injury that 
can damage I lie ligaments and 


capsule (fibrous tissue dial sur- 
rounds joints). When not treated 
properly, permanent stiffness and 
early nrlhrids can result. 

When artificial turf first be- 
came popular, athletes changed 
their shoes for highly flexible 
models, which afforded more 
traction but did not provide suffi- 
cient support Tor the joints in tbc 
toes.- Wc now know diat shoes 
must prov ide adequate protection 
if Lhis injury is to be avoided. 
Have your son stick with your 
doctor's advice on this call. - 
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SOMEWHERE IN COMMUNIST 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

WULFA I 


01996 Trtune Unia Sefvces. Inc 
A* FfcghB Fteswwd 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argjrion 


It'll be like sitting 
onadoud 


NOFET 


TESACK 


WHENEP 


Answer 


Yesterday’s 


WHY THE 
UPHOLSTERER 
BECAME A 
SUCCESS. 

— 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KNACK PRINT GOATEE DIVIDE 
Answer: What the park turned into during lunch 
time — A GARDEN OF EATIN' 


NARCISSUS POETICUS L. SUBSP. 
RADII FLO RUS Burb. 

Family: Aniaryllicfaccae 

Modem Greek Somes: Z am paid, Sarldssos 



P erennial plants with egg-shaped bulbs are included to this 
genus. Leaves strap-shaped arise straight from the base in two 
row's. Flowers sweet-scented with long tube and corona. Ovary 
inferior. A spathe encircles the buds borne at die end of a stem. 
Rowe ring stem is hollow, leafless, slighdy wide. Narfdssus poetiais is 
a widely distributed species of the moun tain and alpine zone. It 
displays numerous sub-species two of which are found growing in 
Greece. The species illustrated, in contrast to the local one, makes 
smaller Bowers with perianth segments narrower. Leaves smaller 
and narrower as well. The sub-species radufloms frequents drier 
and stony localities. Flowers April-May. 
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IT says,-a package was left 
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ARUN(rrS™cMii5^ c ^ with Rare Giant Moles Face Life of 

ARLINO 1 UN. V LROlNl A (AP)- genital nevus has received greater 


First came sJwck. then worry, 
(hen cotifiisTon as Jim and Lynne 
Eppes went from doctor to doctor 
with their newborn baby who had 
a giant mole stretching from her 
chin to her bellyburtnn. 

While doctors offered conflict- 
ing advice, the family envisioned 
a lifetime of name-calling and low 
g, self-esteem tor their daughter. 

Lynne Eppes cried for two 
weeks after she left the hospital. 

“I still get looks,” says her 
daughter. Marie, now 16. “I still 
get questions. If li go for a week 
without somebody saying some- 
thing to me. li wonder what's 
wrong. ” 

The family learned early on 
that Marie's mole - a giant con- 
genital nevus, as the rare birth 
defect is medically tenned - had 
the potential to turn cancerous. 

Long thought to have mostly 
cosmetic implications, the con- 


anention in recent years because 
of its potential to develop into 
melanoma, the deadliest form of 
skin cancer. 

One out of 100 babies are born 
with a mole, but only I in 500.000 
have moles that are S inches (20 
centimeters > or more at birth. Peo- 
ple horn with the giant birthmarks 
have a 6 percent to 10 percent 
chance of developing melanoma, 
with about half the cases occurring 
by age 5. 

The defect is not inherited. It 
results from an abnormal distribu- 
tion of pigmented cells during 
pregnancy. 

Often the mole is partly cov- 
ered with hair that is darker and 
coarser than no rmal. The mole, or 
pans of it. can sometimes be re- 
moved surgically, depen ding on 
its size and location. 

Unlike more common birth de- 
fects such as down syndrome, lit- 


tle is known about the giant 
congenital nevus. 

- Growing up in a suburban 
neighborhood of single-family 
homes. Marie Eppes drew stares 
when her parents took her out 
shopping or swimming. They pa- 
tiently explained her condition to 
inquisitive neighbors, friends and 
passersby - once even fending off 
suggestions of child abuse. 

Miss Eppes recalls reciting as a 
little girl: “I was bom with a skin 
condition, and I have doctors who 
take good care of me, and it's not 
catching.” 

The brownish, hairy mole at 
the time covered a third of her 
body, extending along the left arm 
to die elbow and wrapping around 
her torso. The rest of her body was 
covered with hundreds of smaller 
moles of various shapes, size and 
color. 

She underwent two or three 
surgeries a year to remove the 


mole bit by bit, and has a few more 
years of operations remaining. 
Pan of her hack still is covered 
with the mole and the rest of her 
body with scars. . 

Marie Eppes is not alone. 

Chris Billotte has had his share 
of taunts. 

“I’m pretty much a normal kid, 
but sometimes 1 get made fun of.' ' 
says Chris. 11. who is enrolled in 
a gifted -student program, plays 
soccer and wants to be a NASA 
technician. “Some kids at school 
have a real attitude problem.” 

Chris had eight operations by 
the time he turned 4 to remove 
some of the worst spots. Still, the 
dark brown mole stretches from 
the middle of his back to his knees, 
requiring him to wear a T-shirt 
and cutoffs while swimming to 
prevent sun damage. 

A support group has been 
formed for the few hundred people 
in the United States believed to 


Stares and Questions 


have giant moles. The nevus net- 
work dispenses information and 
puis the afflicted in touch wife one 
another. 

Miss Eppes celebrated her first 
birthday in an operating room. To 
reduce fee risk of cancer, her doc- 
tor wanted to remove fee mole as 
early as possible - bur not before 
she turned I. 

Doctors have several ways of 
removing the birthmark. The mole 
can be removed direedy, widi die 
wound edges sewn together. Or a 
doctor can graft skin from another 
pan of fee body. 

More recently, surgeons have 
developed a “tissue expansion" 
technique in which inflatable sacks 
are placed under fee skin and 
gradually pumped full of saline 
solution in order to force fee skin 
tissue to expand. Weeks later, a 
piece of fee mole is cut off and fee 
skin stretched to cover it. 

Miss Eppes had to miss school 


for weeks at a time while she un- 
derwent surgery ai a hospital and 
recovery at home. The county 
school district sent a teacher to her 
home for a few hours each Jay so 
she could keep up academically. 

The condition took its toll. Her 
father, a computer analyst, hung 
onto his job to keep his medical 
insurance. Her parents avoided 
moving so that she would not liave 
to make new friends. And die fam- 
ily had to forgo summer beach 
outings. 

When Miss. Eppes was S. she 
developed melanoma in die neck 
area. Although the cancer was de- 
tected early enough to be re- 
moved. the threat of com pit cations 
remains real for her and Iter par- 
ents. 

In addition to developing skin 
cancer, people with a giant nevus 
can develop complications if ne- 
vus cells are present near fee brain 
and spinal cord at birth. 
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• Nissan Office Of 
Accountancy 

Tefc 877 1943 *879 9286 Fax: 877 1846 


j&Travef Agencies 


• Caravan Sahra 

Tour Organizer 

Teh7502229, 750 0727,750 6076 
Fax:(00982 1)7671 84TIx:2 16793 

• EAST EXPRESS 

***560 7091-5, 871 7410 Fax£86 1828 

• Golestau Ghods 

Teh 809 9393-809 8888-809 7272 

Shdnk-e Ghods, Golcstan-Trade Center 

• Keyhan Safar (IATA) 

Td : 65 28 44- 65 28 99 

• Perse polisTour & Travel Ag. 

Tel: 880 8535-6,8810526/9 
Roc 880 8534 

■ Rahnaraa (Transair) 

, 4 ps- Travel Agency 
Tel:(009821) 891191/4 
Fax:(009821) 8892791. 

• Sati Air Travel Ag, 

Tel : 83 5041-5, 8822336 

• Shargh Travel Co. 

Tel : 89 40 37- 38,89 702*1 

• Sogpl Tour & Travel Ag. 

Tch 884 9082-85 Fax: 884 9086 

• Teen Air Services 
Tel: 884 7071-2,884 6478 



•Export Dn'elupment Bank of Iran 
Tel: 8725140-9 Fax: 871697y 


ixJ 

Tlx: 226895, 216850 EDBI IR 
129 Khaled Eslambofi St Tehran 


-s 

15139 Iran Services: Boy Back 




• Zarrin Boarding House (Women) 

#9, 27St_, SSagr St^ north GargarSt. 

Tel: 800 2773, Fax: 800 8069 



WSogAi (bit QoMerty 

Persian Carpets and Antiques 
Pcrsepolis Trading Co., Ltd. 

IF Estate Wakabayashi 1-8-6 
Wakabayasbi. Setagaya-Ku To- 
kyo #154 Phone /03-5481-4477 
Fax: /03-548 1-4484 
■ Tehran Carpet 
Te l/Fax: 560 8329 

Computer Centers 


• Aryan Payam Computer 
Teh 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

• Farassoo Computer Co. 

Tel:64 141 92-64 17628 Fax: 6405974 

• Gener X Co. 

6 Dftu^Zarrabkhancfa Inter-. Sharia ti St 
Td: 222 3836-225 1038 Fax: 2276617 

• ICC sales & alter sales serv. 
Software, Hardware 

Tel: 869 809-869 810 Fax: 860 1514 

• SAC Networking Co. 

1 jin Hardware/ Software 
.Bv Novell CNE’s 

Tel: 641 2548 Fax: 649 5786 

• Tim Computer Institute 

Tel: 885 2241 


• Avalien Super Gol Iran 

worldwide delivery service , 

Tel : 803 9302-803 3299 W 

Fax :803 1260 
Add: Mollasadni Ave. 

Bel-Shdkh Bahaei StreetAParkway 

• etAttJGH 

CHGR3 FtOWGRS 

DELIVERY SERVICES 
33 Marvam St.end of Africa Ave. 
Tek2041999 Fax: 2057980 

• Spring & Paiiz 

Flower Shops 

Delivery Service Worldwide 

Tel: 205 1884 -809 0328 

• Zaeem Flowers 

Teh 64044K8 -Fax: 6401484 


•HOMHOTGL GROUP 
HUTCH 

Tel: (009821)8773021-38 

HOHHlSHBfflZ 

Tel: (009871) 28000-9 

HOfflRBRnDURHBBUS 

Tel: (0098761) 553080-7 

HUiml!] 

Tel: (009851)832001-9 

inroimou] 

Tel: (009851) 711001-9 

Reseruation Center: 

Tel: (009821) 651564-659285 & 
657860 Fax: (009821) 655565 

• Kowsar Int’l Hotel (Isfahan) 
-Tel:(031) 240230-9 Fax:249975 

•Tehran Kowsar Hotel **** 
Tel: 8981 21-5 & 8983715 

•Tehran Sara Hotel 

Tel £82 5781-8820934 Fax: 8822602 


Language Inst 
Tel: 650043- 655031 

Pr^ssional 


■ Dr. H. Samavati 

Attorney at Commercial Law 
Tel: 8785110 Fax: 8780043 

it**** Klfc*. 

• International 
Consultancy & Service 
TA 877 19©& 879 9286 Fax: 877 1846 


• Japanese Seryna Rest. 

Tel: 877 3735-877 6301 

• Milano' Rest. 

Tel: 220 9418 - 221 3494 

• Narenjestan Restaurant 
Continental Cosine 

Open DnOy 10a.M.-12p.m. 
Chaye-Ragh Restaurant, 

Open air brr-b-q. Open daHy7-12p.ai. 
Vanak Sports A Cultural Complex, 
Attar St. off Vafi-e-Asr A ve.Tef£774566 

• Tandoor Indian Rest. 

Tel: 882 5701, 882 5705, 882 0934 




Pizza 


Security Systems - 


J 


Handicrafts 


Iran Handicrafts Organization 








North Region 
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Store 

No- 

1 Talcfchani 

2 Ncdjatolahi 

3 V'ali-e-Axr Sq. 

4 Gharani 

5 Farhaneian 

6 Vali-c-Asr 


Add. 


Tel 


8826600 
891919 
897279 
880 8186 
675581 
205 4792 


Decoration 


Hotels 



y 


bife , 

;6drtKts] 

*• 




•Automobile 

Information 

TcL-OTl 1-212-8 144,234344 


Bank 


■ Archico., Interior design 
classic & Modern Decoration 
Tel: 864477 Ms. Maleki 
•Designer 

Tel: 229 3581 



Educational 

Institutes 


• Bank Melli Iran 
Card Services Dept. 
Tct64ft 7092 Rea 313 3696 


• Accounting, Physics, 
Maths,etc.,for all grades 
and levels Td: 256 1690 

• Computer Training in 18 hoars 
Tel: 882 6913 Fax: 883 3305 

• Teaching English & Farsi 
hi 4 months. Tel: 646 9394 


• Arian Apartment Hotel 
Tel: 8018545-6 Fax: 8018547 

• Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Tel: (0631) 30060-9 Fax£0068 

« Azadi Hotel (Shahr Kord) 
Tel: (0381)36791-5 Fax: 36790 

• Esteghlal Grand Hotel ***** 
Tet204001 1 -15 Fax£04 7041 

• Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 

Tel: 882 8951 -883 8301 At 

• Hamedan Bnali Hotel *** 

Tels ( #81)33070-1 FaxJ3072 

• Hamedan Enghdab Hotel **** 
Tel: ( 081) 52001-4 Fax: 30035 


• A.B. A. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 204 9292 - 204 9099 

• NO. I 

222 6169 - 222 9159 

• No.l (Ex-Robinson) 

Real Estate. Tel: 2054022-2056M5 

•P.H.A. 

Real Estatate Tel: 205 1919 

• Takhat-esJamshid Housing Ag. 

Tel: 2053886,2056815 Fax: 2057627 

•The |850 

Tel: 874 7474 Fax: 874 1568 

• TJJ.CO. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 200 5708 

■ ' ! 

-Jewel/Watch 
.. Galleries . 

• Zenith Sale Agent 

Swiss made watches, 

I'.Baguetfe jewellery /sale & services 
TeU275673-2229279Fax:2275060 


• Pizza Express 

t6SnmanSL.S^hirazSl_MolasadraSL 

Tel: 8039428 delivery service 

• Pizzas by 222 

dining / delivery / carry out 
Tel: 252 0061-2520065 


Power Systems 


• Zener Eng- Company 
TjPS^Gen-Sets 
Tel /Fax: 6499641- 676275 


• Abtin Dana 
Electronical Research Center 

tu>, 3rd fb-^207 W. Mirdamad Exp’way 

Tel: 222 8773 - 878 8773 

• Fann Burglar Alarm 

Nlrwo Co_ 5th IL. BHr. 444. Enghdab 
A v c„ Pich-e-Sbemi ran. Tefc 752387Z / 4 


j Translation Services 

• Government Certified Translators 
Mr.Gramian Td:222 4064 

• Khasha Translalion Firm 
Tel: 225 9383- 225 4513 


Re-t a Car 


24 Hours Rent Cars 

Code 155 (ex- Middle East) 
Tel: 834490/1/2 Fax: 834493 



Language- 

Institutes 


• Kish English School 
Td: 205 49 42 - 3 

• Mi lad Language Inst 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 


•ri? 


Restaurants 


• BORJE SEFTD 
HOSPITALITY COMPLEX 
Teh 256 2694. 258 8406 

• Fardis Rest (Ex - Swiss) 

Tel: 8828516 

• Golden Dragon 

Chinese Rest. A Inti Parly Room # 69 
Cuisine of all countries served 
Tel: 205 2501 -2040508 

• Italian Food/Fresh ent pasta 
7-coor Restaurant, 298 Mbzaie 
Shirazi Ave. 8725487-8.0aeu dailv 
11 JO a.nu Catering + v Delivery 


Transport Companies 


• Aram ex Int’I Courier 

Tel: 649 3913/ 14 

• Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

InternationalTransport 
Tefc646 6456,6493955 Fax: 646 8039 

• Caspian IntT Transport 
Tel: 8841745, 838 167 Fax: 884 1501 

■ Fakhar Transport Co. 
Heavylift, General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:835428 

• Tarighbar 

Int’l Transport Co.Ltd. 
Tel: 6418527 Fax:64I3886 
Tbu2268 lOTBAR-S^Tefanm^Lran 

■ Twr'i-vi ■. 

■ Iran Emdad 
Tel: 643 6662-4 















GRAND LEADER A FA TOLL AH KHAMENEI: 

BASIJ IS MANIFESTATION OF 
PEOPLE'S PRESENCE IN THE 
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y HEARTIEST 
CONGRATULATIONS 
ON THE 
OCCASION OF 
RASI| WEEK 
TO ALL RASIJI 


Manager and Personnel of 
Ard Mina'ei Factory 


Imam Khomeir 

"Basij is the schoi 

Our congra^u 1 
the occasj 

Week to- 

followers anflover 
the genuin^ 

MohanL. 

Manager and Persori^Hof BafirarT Factory 


mi 


ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 

TEL: 878 6477 , 877 1330 

888 8148 , 888 8678 

FAX: 878 6475 


Ayatollah Khamenei , the Great Leader: 

"Basij is an Everlasting Resource for 
the Islamic Revolution" 


Our Congratulations 
and Felicitations to 
the Islamic Ummah 
on the Occasion of 
Basij Week Which is 
a Reminder of Epics 
Created by Basiji 
Bravehearts and a 
Commemoration of 
Their Eight Years of 
Heroism and 
Self-Sacrifice. 

Gookan-e Azar 
Macaroni Company 










Imam Khomeini (ILH.): . 

"Basij is like a strong fruitful 
tree with blossoms that . 

promise love and a desired 

Our congratulations 
and felicitations to the 
Islamic ummah on the 
occasion of Basij Week 
which is a reminder of 
epics created by Basiji 
bravehearts and a 
commemoration of 
their eight years of 

heroism and 
self-sacrifice. 

The Management and Staff of 
Iran Ballbearing Co. 
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ADVERTISE 



IRAN 


Tel: 878 6477 - 888 8678 - 88881 


An agency exclusively for 
esteemed foreign nationals 

Sales & Rentals wlth and 

We offer: Apa, Bldg, I'iiias, offices. work harder for you 

For further informaiitm. ftl 77 

Pis. ask for Mr. Nia Xe i/p ax: 2 05 - 4136 


Ehdaas-e Maskan Cooperative 

B&hineh Saaxaan Pajooh 

ADVANCE SALE 
of 

APARTMENTS 

in VELENJAK 

Behineh Tower I 
With the Lowest prices 
For more inf ormation please call: 

608 3810 


& 
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? St/ 1 ' 


Ivl 


608 381 1 
6083812 


Dancheh Flower Shop (Ex-Kentia) 

Birds, fish, aquariums, cactus, African violet. Shadavar 
Aliev, north of Velenjak gas station, Chamran Hwy. 

Tel: 219 1332.219 1331 


British Airways 


The world’s favourite airline 

Vall-Asr Ate. Opposite Park Mellat, Sayeh SL, No 1 Sayeh Building 

Tel: 204 4552 Fax: 204 0927 


P. H. A. 

Best location, reasonable price and nice view 

only in 

Porsaleh House Agency 

Triplex villa, 1 200 sq.m, land, 750 sq.m, built- 
up area, 5 b/rs, indoor s/p, sauna, fully fum 

Pis call: 205 1919 
Ask for Mr. Nikou 


Ayeeneh Vanak Grand 
Restaurant and Coffee Shop 

Ali kind of French Crepe for the 
first time in Iran 

Address: Kurdestan Intersection 
Vanak St, Vanak Square 
Phone: 878 8852 (Restaurant) 
879 9662 ( Coffee Shop) 



Visa procurement for 
Dubai and Sharja 
Ordinary & fast services 


Special 

Discount 





'Attention Attention 

Panasonic Central Phone Systems 
Sharp Fax Machines 
With The Most Attrac- 

live • Prus- Facsimile 
Machines Mmlds 1 1*>. . I gg|. | 

l?n.23i».700,800b 
Panasonic Central / j 
Phone Systems Mod- \J 
els 2x8. 3x8. 5x12. 

6x16, 8x24. 12x32 with A Maximum 
Capacity of 336 Terminals For Informa- 
tion Please Call. (091) 12118204 
£34322 . 642 1289 Mr. Khaladj j 


Motahari, Jam 

For Rent 

Single unit apt., 2nd floor, 3 
b rs. furn. tel, city gas, 
central heating system, large 
balcony and parking lot 

Tel: 835834 

Dr. Siaftpoosft 



open 
all day 


J 


£S2S8&, 
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EXPRESS 


TAKA YAK 
IK AX 

Inf L Shipping and 
Transport Company, 

$ A Carrier - 
Forwarding, Shipping 
Agency 

Central office: 
No. 135, North 
Iranshahr Ave., 
Tehran, Iran 
P.CKBox: 14155 - 1569 
Cable Add: 344 
Tel: 021-838 837, 
021 -884 7203-4 
toe 021 - 836 322 
The 223 402 TAKAIR 

KIEV-UKRA1NE 

TEL & FAX: 
(0038044) 
4167824 
4171366 
B. ABBAS. BR. 
TEL/FAX: 

l 0761-555789 ^ 


JimgAvuta (*11) 

lomalp. cheese 

Aiuakw un ( < U).- 

tom.no. cheese. mushrooms 

A r apo£ctana . . . *' 

tomato, cheese. olives, prawns 

dive*. onums. prawn-*., tuna fell 

ffioKOttina (*U) ------ 

m neid ,or p,z ” 


11:30 a.m. 
11:00 p.m. 


Tomans 
... S00 
6 SO 




In the Name of God 


IRAN DAIRY INDUSTRIES 
COMPANY 


ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
MINISTRY OF JAM AD 


830 
..... 070 
.... 7S0 


IflOMia. cheese, olives, * 

^ onior 

stcpouuu - 

tomato, cheese, peperoni 




on^. hot W*- 




efi iSB can coxae. 

Mexican dish served with bread 


- 7 SO 
SCO 
S3C 
7 SO 
9 50 

reen ^.pp'-'r 
680 

700 

■ SCO 

-- 930 

- 670 
... 780 


pffAnnr lC . .— ...... 

scrv -cd with garlic bread 560 

Saiad Kwcdought ball rpp 

^ 

V . . ■■ _ .iUmI inmrfn tiina 


Lxtxo teppw « ^‘^icken roll dives. sliced tomato. tuna 

"S3KS: ^ no 

Qaific 170 

r;:' 'i-S'S v = vegierian 

Sim of 9 * order |s over 5 pizzas 

Free delivery Y c nut h Shiraz, Molasadra 


“International Tender Not ice 
Mo. 96-11" 

Iran Dairy Industries Co. intends to purchase 
through an open international tender two thermo- 
forming machines for manufacturing cup and lid 
and one printing machine with capacity of manu- 
facturing 15.000 cups per hour according to the 
specifications of the tenders' conditions sheets. 

Interested parties who want to participate in the 
tender should carry 1 00,000 rials to the account 
No. 29760 of Bank Mellat Iran, central branch in 
favor of Iran Dairy Industries Co. and can get de- 
tailed information from the secretariat of this 
company located at No. 9, East Roudsar St., 
Northern Hafez Ave., Tehran-Iran. Then^ they 
should dispatch their offer to above mentioned 
secretariat on or before December 24, 1 996 and 
take a receipt. Obviously the received proposals 
will be opened on December 25, 1996. 


Tel: 9428 -No- 16 Snman 


^ C»..th Shiraz, Molasadra 
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Jan Hendrix 
Exhibition 
at Niavaran 
Gallery 

IRAN .'VERS .-Uf TDESK 

T he Mexican Embassy in Te- 
linin is hosting a special exhi- 
bition of works by internationally 
acclaimed Mexican-Dutch artist 
Jan Hendrix. 

Tlic exhibition of Jan Hendrix’ 
silkscreen prints will officially be 
inaugurated by the Mexican Am- 
bassador Mr. Fernando Escamilla 
and will be on display at Niavaran 
Farfiangsara Gallery until Satur- 
day. December 14. 1996. 

Jan Hendrix creates his images 
titrough collage, lithography, po- 
Inroid photography and silkscreen 
printing. His work is inspired by 
nature and his images often seek 
to convey nature's changing 
slates, particularly in terms of 
light atmosphere and time. 

This special international tour- 
ing exhibition has already been 
presented in China. Indonesia, 
Australia and has been sponsored 
by the Mexican Embassy in Te- 
hran. Iran. 

Niavaran Farhangsara Gallery'. 
Pasdaran At e., opposite Niavaran 
Park. West Side. 

Visiting Hours: Saturday to Fri- 
day: 9 to 12 a.m.. and 2 to 5 p.m. 

For further details contact Ira 
Navnbi. Mexican Embassy in Te- 
luan Telephone 205 5374 and 
205-5376. 
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IRAN NEWS ART DESK 

W elcoming the commitment 
of die United Nations to 
enhance its links with the media, 
broadcasters agreed to support the 
proclamation of World Television 
Day. to be observed on Nov. 21, 
a statement from the United 
.Nations Information Service in 
Tehran said. 

According to the draft, intro- 
duced at the conclusion of the first 
United Nations World Television 
Forum in New York, the proposed 
World Television Day would be 
marked by global exchange of 
television programs focusing on 
such issues as peace and security, 
economic and social development, 
and the enhancement of cultural 
exchange. 

The declaration would call for 
the U.N. World Television Forum 
to become an annual event. 

The draft calls on the U.N. 
through its Department of Public 
Information tDPIi. to act as cata- 
lyst among communicators, 
strengthening its partnerships with 
key media groups, to ensure an 
outreach by the U.N.^ family and 
reinforcing its links to civil soci- 
ety. 

In closing remarks, the assis- 
tant secretary-general for public 
information and chairman of the 
forum. Samir Sanbar. stressed 
the importance of the Forum as the 
world entered the twenty-first cen- 
tury. 

He expressed the hope that 
regular meetings of television 
broadcasters would be held and 
.that future forums would include 
the participation of broadcasting * 
unions. 


Two Small Movies, and a 'Patient' Leap Forward 

A Palywrighf-Filmmaker's Search for a Liquid Sforyfelling Style 


Ralph Fiennes in 'Strange Days' 

LONDON (AP) - Anthony 
Min sheila started small with the 
acclaimed “Truly, Madly, 
Deeply” and went smaller - in 
terms of finding a public, at least 
- with the little-seen “Mr. Won- 
derful.” 

“The English Patient,” the 
London-based writer-director's 
new film, marks his costliest 
movie to date, and easily his most 
ambitious. 

If the earlier works showed a 
former playwright’s skill for" 
finely honed character studies, the 
new one proves Minghella has the 
makings of an epic craftsman: It’s 
his first film in which the style is 
equal to the substance. 

Does “The English Patient” 


If* J5S5 7 


BRUSSELS I Reuter) - Ask almost 
anyone to name 10 famous Bel- 
gians and one name that will al- 
most certainly not come up is that 
of architect Victor Hona. 

Yet Hona. who died in 1947 at 
the age of 86. was a founding force 
in the Art Nouveau mouveraent at 
the turn of the century which revo- 
lutionized architecture and set the 
scene for much of modem build- 
ing design. 

His flamboyant buildings were 
among the first to make full use of 
iron and glass as a visible struc- 
tural medium combining strength, 
light and art. 

His distinctive houses still dot 
Brussels, although the expense of 
building them and filling them 
with ornaments and furniture of 
Horta's own choosing and often 
design, made them for the most 
part the preserve of the rich. 

Many, including whar was ar- 
guably his best work, the Maisori 
Du Peuple headquarters of the so- 
cialist party completed in 1899, 
have failed to survive into the pre- 
sent day - tom down because of 
a mixture of greed, envy, politics 
and the unmisrakeabie decades of 
decadence they epitomized. 

But some still survive, due 
largely to the work of his disciple 
Jean Delhayc and the popular re- 
discovery' in the 1950s and 1960s 
of a style that, although short- 
lived, giving way gradually after 
World War One to the more re- 
fined art dcco, caught the nature 
of a lost generation. 

An exhibition of his work has 
opened in the Belgian capital and 
will run until January. 


“We’ve come to trust 
in a cinema that says, 
‘Sit back, be a passive 
audience. We’re 
going to rock you. 

. ‘The English Patient 
goes absolutely 
against that grain. It 
says, ‘I’m sorry, but 
you’re going to have 
to make some 
connections. There 
are some puzzles 
here.’ 

feel like the culmination of his 
career? Minghella nods, spooning 
cornflakes during a breakfast in- 
terview in his north London home 
in his last hour before leaving for 
an American publicity tour. 

"I feel more naked and more 
exposed by this piece of work than 
anything I’ve ever been involved 
with,” said Minghella, a thought- 
ful conversationalist who doesn't 
speak in jazzy sound bites. In- 
stead, the 42-year-old director - 
twice married and with a child 
from each marriage - talks in full, 
rounded sentences true to his 
background as a d rama lecturer at 
the University of Hull. The man, 
like his movies, couldn't be less 
glib. 

“It’s so unlikely,” Minghella 
said of the $30 milli on film, on 
which he has been working for the 
last 3 1 -2 years. (His previous two 
films together cost barely more 
than $10 million.) 

“As a project to be made at the 


end of the 20th century, it’s so full 
of no-nos, of do nots. given that 
we've come to trust in a cinema 
that says, ‘Sit back, be a passive 
audience. We’re going to rock you 
and thrill you. We’ll do every- 
thing for you.’ 

“Thai has become the over- 
whelming phenomenon of film- 
making,” he said, “and this film 
goes absolutely against that grain. 
It says, ‘I’m sorry, but you’re 
going to have to make some con- 
nections. There are some puzzles 
here. The story will constantly 
re thread itself and it will be ellip- 
tical, but there are enormous re- 
wards in that.’ ” 

Indeed there are, particularly 
when the terrain encompasses 
Cairo, the vast reaches of the Sa- 
hara and the Tuscany region of 
Italy during and after World War 

n. 

Adapted from Michael On- 
daatje’s Booker Prize-winning 
novel, the film stars Ralph Fien- 
nes (“Schindler's List”) as Al- 
masy, the English patient of the 
title. A pioneering geographer 
who was in fact raised in Buda- 
pest, Almasy is a desert hound 
seduced into a wartime romance 
with an aristocratic woman, Kath- 
erine (Kristen Scott Thomas). . 

Shot down over the S ahar a, he 
is laier cared for by Hana (Juliette 
Binoche), a French -Canadian 
nurse who is in turn drawn to the 
Sikh bomb disposal expert 
(Naveen Andrews) recently ar- 
rived at the monastery that is her 
base. 

Willem Dafoe (“Platoon”) 
completes the principals as 
Caravaggio, a Canadian secret 
agent with his own agenda for 


turning up by the dying Almasy's 
bedside. 

Qndaatje's evanescent novel 
might seem to defy adaptation. Its 
fabric, said Minghella “is like 
gauze and as you approach it, it 
recedes.” 

But working from his own 
screenplay, Minghella was deter- 
mined to anchor the source mate- 
rial while honoring a story that he 
called both “ravishing and intoxi- 
cating.” 

“The thing that is so mesmeric 
about the novel,” he said, “is that 
there is no narrative, no real inter- 
est in psychology. All there is this 
collection of images. ” 

The result, Minghella added, 
“left me with an enormous space 
in which to do my own work. 
Michael gave me eveiy encour- 
agement to invent, to reject, in 
some ways to annihilate the book. 
The only way to do any work at 
all was to leave the book alone. ” 

And though the film occupies 
exotic locales of the son that 
would have delighted the late 
David Lean, Minghella was ivary 
of filming an elegant travelogue. 

With his technicians, he made 
a pact “that we would never invest 
in the landscape. There is no shot 
in the film which begins on some 
gorgeous piece of scenery or ar- 
chitecture. There is only ever ac- 
tivity generated by character or a 
piece of narrative which requires 
us to look beyond an elbow or a 
neck.” 

At its core, Minghella went 
on, is an examination of “poten- 
tial forms of love, some scrutiny 
of what love could be.” 

“I love the fact that Almasy's 
character is some kind of crusta- 


cean. It’s so hard for him to feel." 
But by film's end. this cryptic, 
emotionally disengaged man has 
become, said Minghella, “a son 
of lava in the middle of the film - 
someone literally burnt by love, 
damaged by love.” 

Bom the second of five chil- 
dren to southern Italian emigrants, 
Minghella came to moviemaking 
front a flourishing playwriting ca- 
reer on the London “fringe" and, 
in 1986. on the West End with the 
play. “Made m Bangkok.” 

And though “The English Pa- 
tient” would never work on stage, 
the film shares the same interests 
as the plays Minghella once 
wrote. 

“I think in every sense this is 
an elaboration rather than any 
form of departure.” he. said. “1 
was never happy writing plays just 
set in rooms. I wanted the plays to 
move and for time to shift - a more 
liquid way of storytelling.” 

Next up is an adaptation of a 
Patricia Highsmith novel, “The 
Talented Mr. Ripley,” also set in 
Italy, and a continued determina- 
tion to work “on ray terms with 
the people I want to work with in 
the way I want to work.” 

That is why - whatever the fate 
of “The English Patient” - it re- 
mains the film Minghella wanted 
to make. 

“It makes me feel skinless and 
absolutely exposed and terrified,” 
he said, as he awaits critical reck- 
oning on one of the year’s hottest 
Academy Award prospects. 
“This is die absolute expression 
of how I want to work as a film- 
maker.” 


Grouping some 200 photo- 
graphs as well as drawings, scale 
models, furniture and narrated 
films, the Europalia Exhibition is 
a belated memorial to a man who 
is Belgium’s least known famous 
son. 

In the 30 short years of its 
reign. Art Nouveau (new an) ar- 
chitecture spread across the West- 
ern world, firing the imagination 
of the newly rich. Romantic artists 


Horta Belgium’s Least Known 


and the young. 

Routing convention with its 
sensuous curves and swirls, it also 
outraged many in the estab- 
lishment. 

Examples of the style can still 
be found as far afield as France - 
where Hona studied -- Italy, 
Spain, Germany, the United 
States, Norway, Russia, and 
South and North America. 

Horta, born in 1861 in the Bel- 


gian city of Ghent to an Italian 
shoemaker father, studied at 
home, in Paris and Brussels before 
being taken under the wing of 
royal architect Alphonse Balat. 

He married at the age of 20 and 
won his first major commission 12 
years later, building what was in 
effect the world's first Art Nou- 
veau house for a rich bachelor 
who lived in Brussels’ Rue Jan- 



BE1RUT, LEBANON: German artist Stefanie Buerkle poses in Beirut Nov. 26 before her Mint™' 
which depicts war-damaged downtown Beirut under reconstruction. Buerkle is JSEEl 
paintings and photographs that compare the similarities between Beirut and Berlin 
which are frying to complete their unification after years of division. * of 

(AFP Phntnt 


Although he outraged many he 
won an growing number of sup- 
porters, particularly among the 
Freemasonry - a society he laier 
joined — and more commissions 
followed. 

The wealthy industrialist 
Solvay family commissioned a 
major town house, as did the Van 
Eetvelde family whose money 
came from business in ihe Belgian 
Congo and whose house is lined 
with rare African woods whose 
sworls enhance the lines of the 
building. 

Horta was not always an easy 
person to employ, demanding 
complete artistic authority over 
his projects from the house itself 
down to the design of the door- 
knobs. 

Bui he also practiced his art on 
himself, building his own house in 
Brussels. 

When World War One broke 
out he was on a visit to Britain and 
could not get back to Belgium, so 
he traveled instead in the opposite 
direction to the United States * 
where be passed bis time lecturing 
and revelling in the new building 
materials being produced the other 
side of the Atlantic. 

When he returned to Belgium 
after the war. Ait Nouveau was 
waning and Horta's own style had 
become more austere. 

Fittingly the exhibition is 
housed in his last great project, 
Brussels' Palais Des Beaux Arts - 
completed in 1928 when Horta 
was 67 — the first building of its 
type in combining shops, exhibi- 
tion space, concert halls and thea- 
ters under one roof. 
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Iraqi Oil Exports Would Cap 
Good Year for Saddam 


AMMAN (Reuter) - Iraqi hopes of 
exporting oil to world markets 
next month for the first time since 
1990 would cap a year in which 
President Saddam Hussein re- 
gained a foothold in the Kurdish 
North and struck back at foreign 
and domestic foes. 

Final agreement on the deal 
would clear the way for Iraq to 
export oil to hind urgently needed 
food and medicine, and help fulfill 
Saddam’s promises to Iraqis that 
some of the toughest trade sanc- 
tions in U.N, history will soon be 
eased. 

But after months of wrangling 
over the accord, which allows Iraq 
to sell $2 billion of oil over six 
months, diplomats say questions 
remain about Saddam's enthusi- 
asm for the deal. 

Despite warnings from hu- 
manitarian workers of impending 
food crisis, Iraq has baulked over 
terms in the agreement which call 
for tight U.N. monitoring of food 
distribution 

It is also unhappy that 30 per- 
cent of its oil revenues wifi be 
allocated to a Persian Gulf War 
reparation fund and another 10 
percent will go toward funding 
Baghdad's greatest irritant, the 
U.N. Commission in Charge of 
Iraqi Disarmament. 

The commission is so strapped 
for cash it has had to plead for 
money from Persian Gulf Arab 
states to keep it solvent into 1997. 

"Money is going to go into 
U.N. coffers," said one diplomat. 
"Thai’s going to please the United 
Nations and the West, but it’s not 
likely to please Saddam." 

A deal to implement the accord 
was agreed in May and has already 
been delayed by six months. 

U.N. officials have warned 
that even if oil starts flowing next 
month, hundreds or thousands of 
Iraq's most vulnerable civilian 
population will still be at risk. 


■The U.N. resolution will 
cover ration supplements," World 
Food Program director in Iraq 
Holdbrook Arthur said last 
month. "But it does not cover the 
malnourished children, the preg- 
nant and nursing mothers. " 

But the Iraqi leader has built 
up expectations among Iraq's 
long-suffering citizens that relief 
is in sight. 

His intervention in August in 
Northern Iraq, which gave him a 
foothold back in a region used as 
a base for opponents fleeing his 
rule, was portrayed in Baghdad as 
restoring national security to 
speed up implementation of the 
oil -for- food deal. 

Saddam later told Iraq the six- 
year sanctions were "marching to 
their end". Senior officials like 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz have said the oil -for- food 
deal would speed up the complete 
lifting of sanctions. 

Even if Iraq and the U.N. run 
into further obstacles when they 
tiy to carry out the accord, diplo- 
mats say Saddam’s authority is 
unlikely to be affected, his grip on 
power if anything strengthened by 
events this year. 

Two of his son-in-laws whose 
1995 defections sent shockwaves 
through Baghdad were lured back 
home. They were killed in a gun- 
bartie shortly after their rentni. 

A wave of arrests in Baghdad 
over the summer led to reports of 
a coup attempt, but diplomats in 
the Iraqi capital said later that Sad- 
dam appeared to be in total con- 
trol. 

Even the fragile Iraqi dinar, 
crippled by continued economic 
isolation, has gained a semblance 
of stability, partly on expectations 
that the oil-for-food deal would be 
carried out. 

Saddam’s September foray 
into the Kurdish north, effectively 
an autonomous district since the 


Bhopal's Gas Victims 
Protest Court Order 


NEW DELHI, INDIA <AP) - Vic- 
tims of the world’s worst indus- 
trial accident squatted outside 
Parliament Tuesday to protest a 
Supreme Court decision to drop 
manslaughter charges in the 1984 
Bhopal gas leak. 

In 13 years, more than 15,000 
people have been determined to 
have died from the leakage of 
toxic gas from a fertilizer plant 
owned by a subsidiary of die Un- 
ion Carbide Corp., of Danbury, 
Conn. The original death toll was 
put at 4,000, but many more vic- 
tims died from long-term effects, 
a claims court in Bhopal has ruled. 

Last month, the Supreme 
Court set aside a lower court’s 
ruling charging eigbi company ex- 
ecutives with manslaughter and 
reducing the charges to criminal 
negligence, which is punishable 
by less than 10 years in jail. 

"File an appeal immediately," 
demonstrators shouted outside 
Parliament. 

The Supreme Court ruled that 
the executives did not know that 
methyl isocyanate gas produced in 
the factory could kill humans, ac- 
cording to Abdul Jabbar Khan, 
convenor of the Bhopal gas vic- 
tims association. 

"How is it possible for them 


not to know that the gas is lethal 
to humans when they actually are 
manufacturing it?" Khan said in an 
interview. 

The protesters renewed de- 
mands for the extradition of War- 
ren Anderson, who was chief 
executive of the multinational in 
1984, and who has been charged 
with manslaughter.' Two years 
ago. a judge ordered Anderson’s 
extradition from the United 
States, but the Indian government 
has not acted on the court order. 
The two countries do not have an 
extradition treaty. 

The Bhopal claims court has so 
far processed 400,000 of the 
600,000 claims for compensation 
for injuries from the leak. 

All but 410 of the 15,310 
claims have been settled with the 
families of those who died from 
the gas, Khan said. 

Most fatalities were compen- 
sated with 100, 00p (about 
■§£3,000). Khan said. The total 
amount paid so far was not avail- 
able. 

"How many more years?" 
asked Kamarunissa Rashid Khan. 
60, whose husband and mother 
died and who herself suffered eye 
injuries. She said she had not been 
paid anything so far. 
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Iraqi woman sells everything to make money in Baghdad.The 
local currency continues to decline due to the U.N. embargo. 

‘ (AFP Photo) 


1991 Persian Gulf War, destroyed 
a refuge for his opponents, some 
of whom were U.S.-backed. 

It also exposed glaring splits in 
Western ranks when United Stales 
missile smkes against Baghdad 
were met with widespread dismay 
and criticism.- 

Iraq has made much of the 
growing international concern 


over the continuation of the six- 
year sanctions. 

Some Persian Gulf Arab states 
are worried Iraq’s weakness has 
encouraged Iran to flex its military 
muscles, while French President 
Jacques Chirac said Iraq faced a 
humanitarian crisis "unworthy of 
the modern age" because of the 
sanctions. 


Human Rights Group, U.S. Doing 
Little to Stop Abuses in Colombia 


BOGOTA. COLOMBIA (AP) - 
The U.S. government is ignoring 
human rights abuses by Colom- 
bia’s military and by paramilitary 
death squads that have killed many 
hundreds of people, a human 
rights group said Monday. 

Human Rights Watch-Ameri- 
cas said Colombia's military lead- 
ers have used private militias to 
gather intelligence, assassinate 
political and union leaders and 
massacre suspected leftist guer- 
rilla sympathizers since 1991 . 

Nevertheless, the United 
States continues to provide tens of 
millions of dollars a year to the 
Colombian military, said Jose 
Miguel Vivanco, the Washington- 
based group’s executive director. 

The group recommended that 
the United States suspend all train- 
ing. military aid. and arms sales 
to Colombia, in particular the 
pending delivery of seven black- 
hawk helicopters that U.S. offi- 
cials say were sold to the 
Colombian military without re- 
strictions because of its anti-drug 
efforts. 

"We don't have any evidence 
that the intention of die United 
States was to aid human rights 
violations, but that has been the 
effect." said Jamie Fellner. a hu- 
man rights watch researcher. 

The U.S. Embassy in Bogota 
had no comment. 

Vivanco said the U.S. Defense 
Department and Central Intelli- 
gence Agency advised the Colom- 


bian military' on bow ro reorganize 
their intelligence gathering in 

1991 

He said the rights group 
doesn't know what role U.S. ad- 
visors played in setting up the 
intelligence system or if they were 
aware it would lead to human 
rights violations. 

Paramilitaries often attack sus- 
pected rebel sympathizers and 
have been more effective than the 
army in combating the guerrillas, 
who have been fighting the gov- 
ernment for over 30 years. 

Last weekend, at least 20 peo- 
ple were killed by suspected 
paramilitaries in several attacks. 

Fellner said that in some cases 
both the military and powerful Co- 
lombian drug traffickers have pro- 
vided arms and information to the 
clandestine militias. 

Interior Minister Horacio 
Serpa said Colombia opposes 
paramilitary groups, but acknow- 
ledged that some armed forces 
members might be involved with 
the illegal militias. 

"There cannot be impunity, or 
solidarity' with those who violate 
the law." he said. 

Human Rights Watch called on 
the U.S. government to conduct 
an investigation into CIA and De- 
fense Department activity in Co- 
lombia. 

It also asked Colombia to in- 
vestigate and prosecute military 
leaders responsible for human 
rights abuses. 


Kashmir Panel Named 
to Ease Restoration of 

Autonomy | 


JAMMU. INDIA (Reuter) - The 
newly elected leader of India's 
Jammu and Kashmir state on 
Tuesday announced the formation 
of a committee to recommend 


Lukashenko’s Power Grab 
Sets Off Alarm Bells Abroad 


MINSK. BELARUS (AFP) - Be- 
larus President Alexander 
Lukashenko’s power grab has out- 
maneuvered the opposition and 
raised concern about how he plans 
to use his virtually unassailable 
authority in the ex-Soviet republic. 

Some Western diplomats are 
now asking how much further 
Lukashenko will go, after he by- 
passed opposition from Parlia- 
ment. the Constitutional Court and 
the central electoral commission to 
boost his already considerable 
powers. 

"Just three months ago 1 did not 
believe he was dangerous, but now 
I’ve changed my mind," one diplo- 
mat admitted, asking not to be 
named. 

Political opponents and human 
rights activists have accused the 
42-year-old president of creaiing a 
dictatorship on the back of a land- 
slide victory in a controversial ref 
erendum Sunday which boosted 
his powers. 

About 100 pro-Lukashenko 
deputies broke away from the Be- 
larus Parliament, still called the su- 
preme Soviet, and set up a new 
assembly Tuesday, declaring the 
old Parliament defunct. 

Lukashenko’s strong-arm tac- 
tics have raised fears in Europe that 
a new dictatorship may have 
emerged in this republic of fO mil- 
lion inhabitiuits. sandwiched be- 
tween Russia and Poland. 

"A black mountain has risen up 


in the center of Europe.” said- Dep- 
uty .Viktor Gonchar, a former ally 
of Lukashenko, but now one of his 
most outspoken opponents. 

The United States "is not going 
to be able to have a normal, posi- 
tive relationship with a govern- 
ment that is fundamentally 
anti-democratic," State Depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. commenting on 
Lukashenko's power grab. 

The new constitution, endorsed 
by a landslide majority in 
Lukashenko's referendum, does 
not provide any real counterweight 
to the Belarus president, a former 
Communist apparatchik collective 
farm boss who came to power in 
July 1994. 

Lukashenko can now have the 
final soy in the composition of a 
new two-chamber Parliament, the 
constitutional court and electoral 
commission. 

"He is on the verge of gaining 
what he wanted, total power,” said 
one diplomat. 

Lukashenko has repeatedly in- 
sisted that there are no grounds to 
talk of a dictatorship in Belarus. - 

But he said his referendum, de- 
nounced as illegal by the opposi- 
tion, was aimed at ensuring "order 
and discipline." 

Belarus does not have prisoners 
of conscience, and trade unions, 
political parties and demonstra- 
tions are tolerated. 

However, the authorities have 


intimidated the opposition, muz- 
zling the press, and some newspa- 
pers have appeared with blank 
spaces where the censors have ex- 
cised politically incon-ect opin- 
ions. 

Several 'Belarussian newspa- 
pers are now printed in neighbop 
ing Lithuania. 

According to Sergei Koiyakin, 
leader of the communist parlia- 
mentary group, Lukashenko’s 
"main enemy is the economy," and 
he predicts that a return to a com- 
mand economy will bring ruin and 
chaos. 

Lukashenko’s Soviet-style in- 
terference in market processes has 
already led to food stocks running 
lower and lower in Belarussian 
shops and a much slower pace of 
reform than in neighboring Poland 
or Russia. 

The risk is that Lukashenko, a 
populist who uses stridently pro- 
Moscow and anti-NATO rhetoric, 
will use the West ns a scapegoat for 
the country’s economic ills, one 
diplomat said. 

The European Union has 
adopted a softer public stance to- 
ward Lukashenko than that of the 
United States, perhaps aware that 
nothing would be gained by isolat- 
ing Belarus. 

Another question mark hangs 
over Lukashenko’s project to rein- 
tegrate his country with Russia, the 
Slav big brother which dominated 
See Page 13 


ways to restore autonomy to the 
troubled region. 

Farooq Abdullah, named chief 
minister after his National Confer- 
ence Party swept state assembly 
elections in September, had cam- 
paigned on a platform of regaining 
the autonomous status which he 
claims the state has lost over the 
past four decades. 

India's constitution grants the 
Himalayan region control over all 
affairs except defense, foreign af- 
fairs and communications. 

The erosion in the state's 
autonomy has stirred resentment 
among many Kashmiris and fu- 
eled a separatist movement. More 
than 20.000 people have been 
killed in the violent insurgency 
that erupted in 1990. 

India accuses Pakistan, which 
rules over one third of Kashmir, 
of arming and training separatist 
guerrillas. Islamabad says it offers 
only moral and diplomatic sup- 
port. 

Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda's center-left coalition an- 
nounced shortly after he took of- 
fice in June that it would push for 
the "maximum" degree of auton- 
omy for Jammu and Kashmir as 
pan of a strategy’ to quell the re- 
bellion. 

Abdullah told a news confer- 
ence in the state's winter capital 
Jammu that the eight-member 
panel, headed by a former leader 
of the stare, Karan Singh, would 
examine and recommend meas- 
ures for restoring autonomy to the 
state. 

It would also recommend safe- 
guards to ensure the autonomy 

would not be whittled away, as 
well as ways to ensure a harmoni- 
ous relationship with the federal 
government. 

Abdullah said the panel would 

submit its report within a year. 
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Plants around us 

There are over 375,000 
different types of plants in the 
world. They range in size from 
the tallest trees to the 
smallest algae, 

a microscope, 

The largest living plant 
is a giant sequoia tree. 
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. 1 / Many 

\. " / algae live 

in ponds or 

ditches. Chlamydomonas 
is less than one-twentieth 
of a millimetre long. 
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Erfan Ramin 
11 Years Old 
From Tehran 


Plants can grow on land and in 
the water, in the freezing cold 
and in scorching 

Cacti grow in places Ml 

where water is scarce. 1® *yg| 

The largest cacti Imp 

are the saguaros. 

Their thick stems 
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Hey Kids! Let's Learn Some New 


Words 










The Alpine poppy 
grows close to 
the ground, 
where it is 
protected from 
the bitter wind 
and cold. 


definite 

delight 

delivers 

demand 

den 

diamond 

dictionary 


’ The date of the party is definite. 

The date of the party has been set and will 
not be changed. 

I will delight sister with this gift. 

She will be happy and it will give her 
great joy. 

The milkman delivers milk to our house. 
The milkman brings milk to our house. 

I demand that you return my pencil. 

I ask you to return my pencil. 

The rabbit went to his den. 

Mother has a diamond ring. 

The diamond is a beautiful stone. 

It is clear as glass and it sparkles. 

A dictionary is a book that tells us the 
meaning of words. 
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Marj'am Masood Agahi 
6 Years Old 
From Tehran 
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